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"Tha  victory  cf  tha  Spanish  workers  can  cnly  mean 
tha  establishment  cf  a  Soviet  Spain.  This  will    altar 
tha  whole  intarnaticnal   situation,   turning  the  tide  a- 
gainst  f ascism  thrucut  the  world.  This  victory  will  ha 
extended  tc  othar  countries.   It  will   give  the  workers 
of  Prance  tho  needed  impulse  tc  SL.ash  the  People's 
Front   straight- jacket,    defeat  reaction  and  overthrow 
capitalism.  It  will   accelerate  the  developments  in  the 
North  American  labor  ccvement  into  left  channels  and 
enable  the  Marxists  to  gain  points  cf  advantage     a- 
gainst  the  reformist   socialists  and  their  Trctskyite 
fringe,   tha  Stalinists  and  their  L  cvestoneite     camp- 
followers  and  the  rcforrist  labor  and  farmer -lab  or 
fakers.   It  will   give  renewed  onergies  to  the  proleta- 
rian forces  in  the  Soviet  Unicn  against  Stalinism  and 
its  degeneration  in  the  diracticn  cf  capital ism*     It 
will  lay  tho  material   foundations  for  the  establish* 
ment   of  the  Communist  Fourth  International*" 

♦♦♦from  THE  FOURTH  INTEFN/TI0N4L,   September  1936 
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THE   SIGHT   AGAINST  LJUINj   F-OP   UNITY 
OF  THE  BOLSHEVIKS  A^D  MENSHEVIKS. 
WITH  LENIN:    THE  OCTOBER  INSURREC- 
TION;   THE  RED  ARMY,  THE  OI7IL  WAR. 
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TROTSKYISM  IN  ACTION 

SPAIN?    NO  FORCE:   FOR  THE 
'  REFORM  OF  POUM. 

RUSSIA?    ABANDONMENT  OF 

STRUGGLE  FOR  A  NEW 
COMMUNIST   PARTY. 

U.S.,:    FOR  THE  TRANSFORMA* 
TION  OF   THE  SOCIAL-i 
1ST   PARTY  INTO  THE 
PARTY  OF   SOCIAL 
REVOLUTION. 

FRANCS: FOR  REFORM  OF  THE 
*         PEOPLES  FRONT. 


Auspices:    New   York  District   Committee 
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r  May  day  1v\a MfiS 

To  the  WorFers  of  theJKited  Slates  and  l¥s  Possessions'. 

May  Day  of  1941  finds  the  United  States  ence  again  in  the  m^d^to-or  a 
bleody  war  for  the  earth  and  all  its  .riches.     All  the  slegana   ef     Keeping 
America*  Out  of  War"  are  designed  to  conceal  this  f  a0*^^^^.^0^5^,, 
But  AMERICA  13  ALREADY  FAR  MORE  DEEPL  Y   INVOLVED   IN  THIS  V.AR  THAN  SrIE  EVER 
BECAME  IN  THE  LAST  WORLD  'WAR.     There   is  far  more  "aid  to  Britain     than  there 
ever  was  during  the   last  war.     The  mines,   fee  mills,   the  great   factories, 
even  the   little  farms,  have  been  carefully  geared  to  a  war-time  production. 
All  this    is   carried  on  under  the  talk  of  "national  defense.'      In  the  name 
of   "defense"  participation  in  ths  world-wide  slaughter   is   justified  ana 
carried   through.     The  onioning  thus  far  lacking  is   the  direct  participation 
of  American  shirs  and  troops   in  the  conflict.     This   results    from  the  fact 
that  no  suitable  field   for  such  operation  has  yet  offered    itself,  nor  are 
the  working  masses  of  America  yet  ready  to  accept  such  rarti citation. 
But  the  hour  for  this  final  step  is  close  at  hand. 

Not   only  is  America  in  thew  war,   but  American  imperialism  shows   itself 
as  the  JtalH  DRIVING  FORCE  OF   THIS  WAR.     3ritain  fights  the  war  but  America 
directs   it.     American  imperialism  cannot  afford  a  European  continent  con- 
solidated against  her*  American  imperialism  cannot  afford  a  compromise  bet- 
ween the  British  and  the  German-Italian-Japanese  bloc  which  would  inevitably 
weaken  her  in  her  objective  of  dominating  the  whole  world. 

Meanwhile  America  busily  extends   its  tentacles  further  and  further   in 
the  quest  for  world  empire.     She   is  gaining  dominance  over  Australian 
policy  today;  ad  tomorrow  she  will  strike  a  bitterhrg.  in  for  Sigapore  and  the 
Far  East.     The  fabulous  wealth  ofthe  orient  -   its  rubber  and  tin,   its  precious 
ores  and  wor3dtrade  routes,    its  strategic  ports  andmilitary  strongholds  - 
all  this   is  being  relentlessly  squeezed  out   of  the  British  gras-}   and  America 
and  Japan  are  struggling   for  who  shall  pick  up  the  spoils. 

In  Latin  America  too,   the  United  States   extends   her  bloodby  handof  con- 
quest.    The  Mexican  governnent  has  become  nothing  but  a  subsidiary  of  Wash- 
ington.    Most  ofthe  Latin  States  have  fallen  in  line  without  a  murmur.     Only 
in  Argentina  is   there   any  resistance,  and  that  is   rapidly  being  liquidated 
by  bribery  and   force  in  the  form  of  f,good  will  cruisers    .     The  whole  of 
Latin  America  falls  prey  to  America's   imperialism,   andhe  Latin  masses  are 
reduced  to  further  slavery  to  the  "col'losus  of  the  North". 

At  home  the  scene   is  most  ominous  for  the  worker.     The  present  strike 
wave,  predicted  by  the  Revolutionary  Workers  League  months  ago,   is  rising 
to  new  heights.     The  unaatchable  solidarity  of  the  All  is -Cheers  workers  under 
ihe  crushing  pressure  of  the  bosses;  the  shit-downs   in  the  grea^  t,janta  <Jori  , 
Bethlehem),   the  threatened  walk-out  in  U.S.,  Steel,   the   soft-co^    strike-  an 
show  labor's   readiness  to  fight.     But  as  the    militancy  of  tre    working    ciftsa 
rises  to  new  heights,   so.  too  the  betrayals  by  labor's  leadership  also   rices 
to   new  heights.     Apdthe  role   ofthe  capitalist  class   government    is   cieariy 
shown  here.     Proposals  to  militarize  labor,   to   draft  all  who  strike,   the 
disbarring   of   strikers   from  unemployment   insurance,   the  talk  of   government   3 
takine  ov«»r   struck   "defense"   industries,  the  threat  to  use  federal  troons    in 
strikes   -  these  point   the  road  of  the  "New  Deal".     Meanwhile,   great  masses   of 
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editor  of  "Amer.  Del.  Listy",  Bohemian  Socialist  Weekly, 

Cleveland,  O. 

Before  I  state  my  objections  to  the, majority  report 
adopted  by  the  St.  Louis  convention  and  now  before 
the  party  membership,  I  must  say  a  few  words  to  those 
who  believe  their  own  ideas  of  socialism  to  be  the  only 
true  ones  and  see  treason  in  view  that  differ  from  their 
own,  and  to  those  who  imagine  that  a  socialist  becomes 
a  traitor  to  the  party  if  he  favors  one  or  the  other  of 
the  belligerent  groups. 

If  it  really  were  treason  to  take  sides  with  one  or 
the  other  of  the  belligerents  —  now  it  is  called  simply 
"being  pro-war"  —  then  the  first  traitor  to  socialism 
would  have  been  no  other  than  Karl  Marx,  with  Ferdi- 
nand Lassalle  a  good  second,  followed  by  Frederick 
Engels,  Wilhelm  Liebknecht,  etc.  These  men  never  were 
neutral  in  wars;  they  always  favored  one  or  the  other 
of  the  belligerents,  and  Marx  and  Lassalle  even  favored 
a  war  of  aggression.  In  1853  Marx  favored  England 
against  Russia;  in  the  Crimean  war  Marx  and  Engels 
sided  with  Austria  against  Russia,  while  Lassalle  looked 
upon  Austria  as  the  greatest  enemy  of  European  progress 
In  the  Russo-Turkish  war  Marx,  Engels  and  Liebknecht 
favored  —  Turkey!  Kautsky  opposed  them.  In  the 
American  Civil  War  Marx  favored  the  North;  in  the 
Franco-Prussian  war  of  1870 — 71  he  sided  with  Prussia 
at  first,  and  with  France  after  the  surrender  at  Sedan. 
In  the  manifest  of  September  9,  1870,  he  warned  the 
French  workmen  not  to  undertake  anything  against 
their  Government  during  the  crisis,  but  do  their  duty 
toward  the  State.  (If  Marx  had  been  present  at  the  St. 
Louis  convention,  comrade  Wagenknecht  of  Cleveland 
would  probably  have  moved  to  expel  him  from  the 
party  as  he  wanted  to  expel  comrade  Spargo.) 

The  wars  mentioned  above  were  all  capitalist  wars, 
and  yet  the  founders  of  scientific  socialism  refused  to 
be  neutral.  They  always  favored  the  side  whose  victory 
promised  better  conditions  for  the  working  class  move- 
ment. I  do  not  mention  these  things  here    as    examples 
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The  Socialist  Party  of  the 
United  States  in  the  present  grave 
crisis,  solemnly  reaffirms  its  al- 
legiance to  the  principle  of  in- 
ternationalism and  working  class 
solidarity  the  world  over,  and  pro- 
claims its  unalterable  opposition  to 
the  war  just  declared  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States^ 

Modern  wars  as  a  rule  have  been 
caused    by    the    commercial    and 
financial  rivalry  and  intrigues  of 
the  capitalist  interests  in  the  dif- 
ferent  countries.     Whether   they 
have  been  frankly  waged  as  wars 
of  agression  or  have  been  hypo- 
critically represented   as  wars   of 
"defense",  they  have  always  been 
made  by  the  classes  and  fought  by 
the    masses.   Wars    bring   wealth 
and  power  to  the  ruling  classes,  and 
suffering,  death  and  demoralization 
to  the  workers. 

They  breed  a  sinister  spirit  of 
passion,  unreason,  race  hatred  and 
false  patriotism.  They  obscure  the 
struggles  of  the  workers  for  life, 
liberty  and  social  justice.  They 
tend  to  sever  the  vital  bonds  of 
solidarity  between  them  and  their 
brothers  in  other  countries,  to  de- 
stroy their  organizations  and  to 
curtail  their  civic  and  political 
rights  and  liberties. 

tt?!16,  Socialist  Party  of  the 
United  States  is  unalterably  op- 
posed to  the  system  of  exploitation 
and  class  rule  which  fa  upheld  and 
strengthened  by  military  power 
and  sham  national  patriotism.  We, 
therefore,  call  upon  the  workers  of 
all  countries  to  refuse  support  to 
their  governments  in  their  wars. 
The  wars  of  the  contending  nation- 
al groups  of  capitalists  are  not  the 


concern  of- the  workers.    The  only 
struggl/whi^woulsLiustify  the 
workers,  in  %FinfeSa#«g13  fa  the 
great  struggle  ofc  the  working  class 
of  thewoMd.  to  free. itself  from 
economic  exploitation  and  political 
oppression,    and    we    particularly 
warn  the  workers  against  the  snare 
and  delusion  of  defensive  warfare 
As  against  the  false  doctrine  of  na- 
tional patriotism   we   uphold   the 
ideal  of  international  working-class 
solidarity.    In  support  of  capital- 
ism, we  will  not  willingly  give  a 
single  life  or  a  single  dollar;  in  sup- 
port of  the  struggle  of  the  workers 
for  freedom  we  pledge  our  all. 

The  mad  orgy  of  death  and 
destruction  which  is  now  convuls- 
ing unfortunate  Europe  was  caused 
by  the  conflict  of  capitalist  inter- 
ests in  the  European  countries. 

In  each  of  these  countries,  the 
workers  were  oppressed  and  ex- 
ploited. They  produced  enormous 
wealth  but  the  bulk  of  it  was  with- 
held from  them  by  the  owners  of 
the  industries.  The  workers  were 
thus  deprived  of  the  means  to  re- 
purchase the  wealth  which  they 
themselves  had  created. 

The  capitalist  class  of  each  coun- 
try was  forced  to  look  for  foreign 
markets  to  dispose  of  the  accumu- 
lated "surplus"  wealth.    The  huge 
profits    made    by    the  capitalists 
could  no  longer  be  profitably  rein- 
vested   in    their    own   countries 
hence,   they  were  driven   to   look 
for  foreign  fields   of   investment. 
The    geographical    boundaries    of 
each    modern    capitalist    country 
thus  became  too  narrow  for  the  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  operations 
of  its  capitalist  class. 
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The  Socialist  Party  of  the 
United  States  in  the  present  grave 
crisis,  solemnly  reaffirms  its  al- 
legiance to  the  principle  of  in- 
ternationalism and  working  class 
solidarity  the  world  over,  and  pro- 
claims its  unalterable  opposition  to 
the  war  just  declared  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

Modern  wars  as  a  rule  have  been 
caused    by    the    commercial    and 
financial  rivalry  and  intrigues  of 
the  capitalist  interests  in  the  dif- 
ferent   countries.     Whether    they 
have  been  frankly  waged  as  wars 
of  agression  or  have  been  hypo- 
critically represented  as  wars   of 
defense",  they  have  always  been 
made  by  the  classes  and  fought  by 
the   masses.   Wars   bring   wealth 
and  power  to  the  ruling  classes,  and 
suffering,  death  and  demoralization 
to  the  workers. 

They  breed  a  sinister  spirit  of 
passion,  unreason,  race  hatred  and 
false  patriotism.  They  obscure  the 
struggles  of  the  workers  for  life 
liberty    and  social  justice.    They 
tend  to  sever  the  vital  bonds    of 
solidarity  between  them  and  their 
brothers  in  other  countries,  to  de- ' 
stroy  their  organizations   and   to 
curtail  their  civic    and    political 
rights  and  liberties. 

TTnTfe  |+0(;ialis?  Parfcy  of  the 
United  States  is  unalterably  op- 
posed to  the  system  of  exploitation 
and  class  rule  which  is  upheld  and 
strengthened  by  military  power 
and  sham  national  patriotism.  We 
therefore,  call  upon  the  workers,  of 
all  countries  to  refuse  support  to 
their  governments  in  their  wars. 
The  wars  of  the  contending  nation- 
al groups  of  capitalists  are  not  the 


concern  of  the  workers.    The  only 
struggle  which  would  justify  the 
workers  in  taking  up  arms  is  the 
great  struggle  of  the  working  class 
of  the  world  to  free  itself  from 
economic  exploitation  and  political 
oppression,    and    we    particularly 
warn  the  workers  against  the  snare 
and  delusion  of  defensive  warfare 
As  against  the  false  doctrine  of  na^ 
tional  patriotism   we   uphold   the 
ideal  of  international  working-class 
solidarity.    In  support  of  capital- 
ism   we  will  not  willingly  give  a 
single  life  or  a  single  dollar;  in  sup- 
port of  the  struggle  of  the  workers 
lor  freedom  we  pledge  our  all. 

The  mad  orgy  of  death  and 
destruction  which  is  now  convuls- 
ing unfortunate  Europe  was  caused 
by  the  conflict  of  capitalist  inter- 
ests  in  the  European  countries. 

In  each  of  these  countries,  the 
workers  were  oppressed  and  ex- 
P  Wlefv  T^ey  Produced  enormous 
wealth  but  the  bulk'  of  it  was  with- 
held from  them  by  the  owners  of 
the  industries.  The  workers  were 
thus  deprived  of  the  means  to  re- 
purchase the  wealth  which  they 
themselves  had  created. 

The  capitalist  class  of  each  coun- 
try was  forced  to  look  for  foreiira 
markets  to  dispose  of  the  accumu- 
lated "surplus"  wealth.    The  huge, 
profits    made    by    the  capitalists 
could  no  longer  be  profitably  rein- 
vested   in    their    own   countries, 
hence,   they  were  driven   to   look 
for  foreign  fields   of   investment, 
ihe    geographical    boundaries    of 
each    modern    capitalist    country 
thus  became  too  narrow  for  the  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  operations 
of  its  capitalist  class. 
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The  Socialist  Party  of  the 
United  States  in  the  present  grave 
crisis,  solemnly  reaffirms  its  al- 
legiance to  the  principle  of  in- 
ternationalism and  working  class 
solidarity  the  world  over,  and  pro- 
claims its  unalterable  opposition  to 
the  war  just  declared  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

Modern  wars  as  a  rule  have  been 
caused    by    the    commercial    and 
financial  rivalry  and  intrigues  of 
the  capitalist  interests  in  the  dif- 
ferent  countries.    Whether   they 
have  been  frankly  waged  as  wars 
ol  agression  or  have  been  hypo- 
critically represented  as  wars   of 
defense  ,  they  have  always  been 
made  by  the  classes  and  fought  by 
the   masses.   Wars   bring   wealth 
-and  power  to  the  ruling  classes,  and 
suffering,  death  and  demoralization 
to  the  workers. 

They  breed  a  sinister  spirit  of 
passion,  unreason,  race  hatred  and 
false  patriotism.  They  obscure  the 
struggles  of  the  workers  for  life 
liberty    and  social  justice.    They 
tend  to  sever  the  vital  bonds   of 
solidarity  between  them  and  their 
brothers  in  other  countries,  to  de- 
stroy their  organizations   and   to 
curtail   their  civic    and    political 
rights  and  liberties. 


concern  of  the  workers.    The  only 
struggle  which  would  justify  the 
workers  in  taking  up  arms  is  the 
great  struggle  of  the  working  class 
of  the  world  to  free  itself  from 
economic  exploitation  and  politica 
oppression,    and    we    particularly 
warn  the  workers  against  the  snare 
and  delusion  of  defensive  warfare 
As  against  the  false  doctrine  of  na- 
tional patriotism    we    uphold    the 
S  °*  inte™ational  working-class 
sohdanty.    In  support  of  capital- 
ism, we  will  not  willingly  give  a 
S1"f k  life  or  a  single  dollar;  in  sup! 
ESv    fe  stru^Je  of  the  workers 
lor  freedom  we  pledge  our  all. 

The  mad  orgy  of  death  and 
destruction  which  is  now  convuls- 
ing unfortunate  Europe  was  caused 

Jff-^+rt0*  of  capitalist  inter- 
ests in  the  European  countries. 

In  each  of  these  countries,  the 
workers  were  oppressed  and  ex- 
™wu\  T&  Produced,  enormous 
wealth  but  the  bulk  of  it  was  with- 
held from  them  by  the  owners  of 
the  industries.  The  workers  were 
thus  deprived  of  the  means  to  re- 
purchase the  wealth  which  they  *-? 
themselves  had  created 


ttJ a  iP^^  Party  of  the 
United  States  is  unalterably  op- 
posed to  the  system  of  exploitation 
and  class  rule  which  is  upheld  and 
strengthened  by  military  power 
and  sham  national  patriotism.  We. 
therefore,  call  upon  the  workers  of 
ail  countries  to  refuse  support  to 
their  governments  in  their  wars, 
ihe  wars  of  the  contending  nation- 
al groups  of  capitalists  are  not  the 


The  capitalist  class  of  each  coun- 
try was  forced  to  look  for  foreign 
markets  to  dispose  of  the  acSSE 
lated  'surplus"  wealth.    The  huge 

could  no  longer  be  profitably  rein- 

ES?  4?  their  0Wn  "ffl 

hence,  they  were  driven  to  look 
for  foreign  fields  of  investment. 
The  geographical  boundaries  of 
^™ode™  capitalist  country 
thus  became  too  narrow  for  the  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  operations 
of  its  capitalist  class. 


-i 

zr 
a 

Z 

■< 
ft 

9 


> 

< 


■z 


^'* 

?H 

: 

X 

X! 

J, 

i-rt 

— 
© 

n 

13   o 

3 

2." 

SB* 

CO    t" 

ST 

> 

.  z 

a 

•— > 

a 

SI 

3-  5* 

o 

>— 

s* 

O   "" 

©  5? 

»    a 

3 

3  P 
W   o 

3*S 

3  8 

1 

°3 

g  o 

3  i 

9 

o 

3 

> 

s 

O 

<?■* 

#    ' 

jr» 

Jf 

l/J 

H 
> 

X 

X 

X 

X 

s-1'" 

< 

I? 

w 

O 
Tl 

2 
n 

3; 

*   > 

95    ~ 

3.3 

5 

>_,  in 

0 

£1 

ft    H 
y_  2 

p   en 

9  5 

gs1 

3'- 

3  3 

2  o 

•o  3 

™  2 

dq  i 

3  3 

o  » 

^  3 

« 

p+  ■» 

©  * 

H 

o 

3} 

» 

re     — >   _  v 


3 

§  ° 

^  I 

a. 

a  ! 

w 


02 

CD 

"^ 

3 

o 

3 
>-t 

02 

3 

95 

3 


C/J 
O 

Q 

Oi 


2 

d 
o> 


n 

"2 

< 

re 

O 

— 

a: 

3 

u 

5 

^~ 

re 
3 

re 

2 

Si- 

re 
q 

g 

re 

i? 

3 

c' 

3 

3 

o 

re" 

o 

re 

-s 

s 

pa 

4 

3 

re 

Ul 

^3 

3 

EL 

B 

o 

3 

a 

a 

'-1 

1 

0 

i 

re 

o 
3' 

3 

O 

[fl 

H 

o 

4 

n 

f 

E.' 

-7" 

1 

re 
H 

E5 

3 

re 
0 

r* 

o 

re 
O 

re 

X3 

c 

7~ 

re 

3 

re 

— i 

C 

0 

2 

el- 

t-h 

5 
— 

re 

re 

re 

i 

g 

5 

> 

3 

a> 

ia 
ft 

g 
3 
Oi 
n 
& 

s' 

ce 

0 
— 

3 

ft 

3 

c 

— 
o 

re 
w 

— . 
re 
— 

> 

3 
re_ 

r-t-i 

o 

o' 

3' 

■=■ 

-3 
re 

1 

rt 

a. 

S" 

re 

3 

3' 

— 

re 
| 

re_ 

3 

5- 

re 

3," 

3 
3 

73 

re 

•^ 

m 
a 
n 

3 

d 

i 
& 

3 

5" 

Ol" 

1 

c 

— 1 

a 

ft 

a. 

23' 

re 

3 

5L 

P 

H 

o 

re 

0 

7i- 

- 

o 
'a 

o 

3 

u0 

P 

re 
n 

re 

a 

W  > 

3       r+ 

'7Z. 

— 

'^. 

CD 
oj 

us 

o 

3" 

O 

at 

05 

Si 

01* 

o 

s 

— >- 

c" 

3 
< 
re 
3 

O 

3 

M 

w 

-I 

d 

o 

W 

3 

re 
c 

re' 
►i 
re 

3 

re 
re 

r/z. 

n 

o 

a 

'1 

o 

^. 

» 

^ 

2 

z 

S" 

-^ 

>•+» 

1 — I 

3 

*y 

■r. 

r. 

r. 

nj 

— ; 

>~i 

r* 

.   : 

a" 

re 

U) 

2_ 

_n 

C£ 

3, 

| 

M 

3 

3 

B 

-r, 
-t 

d 
3 

re 
4* 

< 
a" 

a 

fi 

5L 

— 

P 

-i 

c 

re 

eg; 

re 
3j 

re 

ryi 

o 
re 

3 

| 

re 

8 

— i 

Mj 

r 

en 

'"3 

re' 

P_ 

— 
"I 

O 

m 

- . 

=/ 

3| 

p" 

3 
i 

3 

a. 

a 

[L. 

5 

/ 


7- 


National  Constitution  of  the  Sociali 

j  As  Amended  by  National  Referendum  August  17,  192< 
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PREAMBLE 

The  Socialist  Party  of  the  united 
States  iB  the  political  expression  of 
the  interests  of  the  workers  m  this 
country,  and  is  part  of  the  interna- 
tional working-class   movement. 

The  economic  basis  of  present  day 
society  is  the  private  ownership  and 
control  of  the  socially  necessary 
means  of  production,  and  the  exploita- 
tion of  the  workers  who  operate  these 
means  of  production  for  the  profit  of 
those  who  own  them. 

The  interests  of  these  two  classy* 
are  diametrically  opposed.  It  is  the 
interest  of  the  capitalist  class  to 
maintain  the  present  system  and  to 
obtain  for  themselves  the  largest  pos- 
sible share  of  the  product  of  labor. 
It  is  the  interest  of  the  working  class 
to  improve  their  conditions  of  life  and 
get  the  largest  possible  share  of  their 
own  product  so  long  as  the  present 
system  prevails,  and  to  end  this  sys- 
tem as  quickly  as  they  can. 

In  so  far  as  the  members  of  the  op- 
posing classes  beeeme  conscious  of 
these  facts,  each  strives  to  advance 
its  own  interests  as  against  the  other. 
It  is  this  active  conflict  of  interests 
which  we  describe  as  the  class  strug- 

The  capitalist  class,  by  controlling 
the  old  political  parties,  controls  the 
powers  of  the  state  and  uses  them  to 
secure  and  entrench  its  position. 
■Without  such  control  of  the  state  its 
position  of  economic  power  would  be 
untenable.  The  workers  must  wrest 
the  control  of  the  government  from 
the  hands  of  the  masters  and  use  its 
powers  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  new 
social  order,  the  Co-operative  Com- 
mon weal  th. 

The   Socialist   Party,  seeks   to   or 


'ze^-he  working   elass  for   inde- 
a  ,  vW  »£}&»»  «>?_  the  political  .field. 
f^y  °\'K/fy   f*r   the   betterment   of 
—^P^vSiditions,  but  also  and  above 
•a»3[S~-Fith    the    revolutionary    aim    of 
a?S33.,£'-  an  end   to   exploitation   and 
clas»p-ile.  Such  political  action  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  te  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  working  class,  and  the  es- 
-   tablishment  of  genuine  liberty  for  all. 
To  accomplish  this  aim,  H  is  neces- 
sary that  the  working  class  be  power- 
fully and   solidly  organized   also  on 
the  economic  field,  to  struggle  for  the 
same  revolutionary  goal;  and  the  So- 
cialist Party  pledges   its   aid   in  the 
task  of  promoting  such  industrial  or- 
ganization and  waging  such  industrial 
struggle  for  emancipation. 

The  fundamental  aim  of  the  So- 
cialist Party  is  to  brfrg  about  the 
social  ownership  and  democratic  con- 
trol of  all  tha  necessary  means  of 
production — to  eliminate  profit,  rent 
and  interest,  and  make  it  impossible 
for  any  to  share  the  product  without 
sharing  the  burden  of  labor  —  to 
change  our  class  society  into  a  society 
of  equals,  in  which  the  interest  of  one 
will  be  the  interest  of  all. 

As  subordinate  and  accessory  to 
this  fundamental  aim,  it  supports 
every  measure  which  betters  the  con- 
ditions of  the  working  class,  and 
which  increases  the  fighting  power 
of  that  class  within  the  present  sys- 
tem. 

ARTICLE  I. 
Name 
Sec.  1.  The  name  of  this  organiza- 
tion shall  be  the  Socialist  Party,  ex- 
eept  in  such  states  where  a  different 
name  has  or  may  become  a  legal  re- 
quirement. 

ARTICLE  H. 
Membership 
Sec.  1.    Political  action  within  the 
meaning  of  this  section  is  participa- 
tion in  elections  for  public  offices  and 
practical   legislation   and   administra- 


of  the  powers  of  government  in  order 
to  abolish  the  present  capitalist  sys- 
tem and  the  substitution  of  the  Co- 
operative Commonwealth. 

Sec.  2.  Every  person,  resident  at 
the  United  States  of  the  ago  of 
twenty-one  years  and  upward,  with- 
out discrimination  as  to  sex,  race, 
color  or  creed,  who  has  severed  his 
connection  with  all  other  political 
parties  and  political  organizations, 
and  subscribes  to  the  principles  ef  the 
Socialist  Party,  including  political  ac- 
tion and  unrestricted  political  right* 
for  both  sexes,  shall  be  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  party. 

Sec  3.  No  person  holding  an  elect- 
ive public  office  by  gift  of  any  party 
or  organization  other  than  the  So- 
cialist Party  shall  be  eligible  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Socialist  Party  without 
the  consent  of  Us  state  organization; 
nor  shall  any  member  of  the  party 
accept  or  hold  any  appointive  public 
office,  honorary  or  remunerative 
(Civil  Service  positions  excepted), 
without  the  consent  of  his  state  or- 
ganization. No  party  member  shall  be 
a  candidate  for  public  office  without 
the  consent  of  the  city,  county  or  state 
organization,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  office. 

Sec.  4.  A  member  who  desires  to 
transfer  hie  membership  from  the 
party  in  one  state  to  the  party  in 
another  state  may  do  so  upon  the 
presentation  of  his  card  showing  him 
to  be  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of 
asking  for  such  transfer  and  also  a 
transfer  card  duly  signed  by  the  sec- 
retary, of  the  local  from  which  he 
transfers. 

Sec  5.  No  member  of  the  party, 
in  any  state  or  territory,  shall,  under 
any  pxl/.text,  interfere  with  the  reg- 
ular o:   organized  movement  in  any 

other  dtate. u_  __ 

SecTTbl  AIT  persons  joining  the  So- 
cialist/Party shall  sign  the  following 
pledger 
A  ipl  Nation  for  Membership  in  the 
Socialist  Party 
"I,  ttie  undersigned,  recognizing  th* 
class  •■struggle  between  the  capitalist 
class  and  the  working  class,  and  the 
necessity  of  the  working  class  organ- 
izing itself  into  a  political  party  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  collective 
ownership  and  democratic  administra- 
tion and  operation  of  the  collectively 
used  and  socially  necessary  means  of 
production  and  distribution,  hereby 
apply  for  membership  in  the  Socialist 

Party  and  enclose  $. — for  dues.   I 

also  subscribe  for  The  Socialist  World 
for  the  period  of  my  membership, 
sixty  cento  of  each  year's  dues  paid 
by  me,  being  for  subscription  to  tha 
publication. 

"I  have  no  relations  (as  member  or 
supporter)    with   any  other   political 


"I  am  opposed  to  all  political  or- 
ganizations that  support  and  per- 
petuate the  present  capitalist  profit 
system,  and  I  am  opposed  to  any  form 
of  trading  or  fusing  with  any  such 
organizations  to  prolong  that  system, 

"In  all  my  political  actions  while  a 
member  of  the  Socialist  Party  I  agree 
to  be  guided  by  the  constitution  and 
platform  of  that  party. 

"Upon  the  acceptance  of  my  appli- 
cation for  membership  in  the  Socialist 
Party,  I  promise  within  three  months, 
wherever  possible,  to  make  applica- 
tion for  citizenship." 

ARTICLE  IIL 
Management 

Sec.  1.  (a)  The  affairs  of  the  So- 
cialist Party  shall  be  administered  by 
the  National  Executive  Committee 
and  national  officials,  the  National 
Committee  on  Appeals,  the  National 
Conventions  and  the  general  vote  of 
ffia   ««t+tt  i^s*****fl*lBB****flH*******H 


mittee  shall  be  composed  of  seven 
members,  elected  by  the  National  Con- 
vention at  its  annual  sessions;  not 
more  than  two  shall  be  from  one 
state.  Tha  committee  shall  take  office 
immediately  following  its  election  and 
shall  hold  office  until  the  next  regular 
convention,  and  until  their  successors 
shall  have  been  elected. 

(c)  The  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee shall  be  elected  by  secret  bal- 
lot. The  convention  shall  first  elect 
seven  members  who  shall  constitute 
the  National  Executive  Committee. 

(d)  The  convention  shall,  by  secret 
ballot,  further  elect  seven  additional 
members  aa  alternates  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

(e)  A  majority  vote  of  all  the 
votes  cast  at  the  convention  shall  be 
required  to  elect  either  tha  members 
of  the  Executive  Committee  or  alter- 
nates to  the  Executive  Committee. 

(f)  In  case  of  a  vacancy  on  the 
Executive  Committee,  it  shall  be  filled 
by  one  of  the  alternate*  in  th*  order 
of  the  vote  they  received. 

Sec.  2.  (a)  Member*  of  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee  may  be 
recalled  by  a  referendum  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  party. 

(b)  A  motion  for  the  recall  of 
any  or  all  members  of  tile  National 
Executive  Committee  may  be  initiated 
by  any  one  local,  and  shall  require 
the  seconds  of  locals  with  a  member- 
ship of  at  least  ten  per  cent  of  the 
total  membership  of  the  party,  located 
in  at  least  five  different  state*. 

Said  motion  may  be  accaapanie. 
by  a  statement  of  not  more  than  600 
words. 

(c)  A  motion  to  recall  any  or  ail 
members  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee  shall  be  open  for  seconds 

'    hal 

TaysV 

the  National  Secretary  shall  Bend  the 
referendum  out  immediately. 

(e)  Motions  for  the  recall  of  a 
member  or  members  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee  failing  to  re- 
ceive sufficient  seconds  during  the 
time  allowed  for  second*  shall  to 
dropped  and  cannot  be  renewed  again 
during  the  period  of  the  service  of  (to 
member  or  th*  committee. 

(f)  In  submitting  ballot*  to  a 
vote  on  the  recall  of  any  or  ail  mem- 
bers ef  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  local  initiating  the  motion, 
and  the  member  or  members  who  are 
to  be  recalled,  shall  have  the  right  to 
submit  a  statement  giving  the  reasons 
for  tile  recall  or  in  the  defense  aa  the 
case  may  be,  such  statement*  not  to 
exceed  1,000  words.  This  statement 
to  be  submitted  with  the  ballots  far 
a  vote. 

(g)  If  more  than  one  member  of 
the  National  Executive  Committee  is 
to  be  recalled,  each  member  shall  have 
the  right  to  submit  a  statement  of 
not  more  than  300  words,  such  state- 
ment to  be  submitted  with  th*  ballots 
for  referendum  vote. 

Jh)  The  time  for  voting  on  refer- 
lum  for  the  recall  of  members  of 
the  National  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  60  days  from  the  time  the 
ballots  were  sent  out  from  the  Na- 
tional Office,  and  all  state,  local  or 
branch  organizations  most  retain  the 
individual  ballots  for  at  least  six 
months,  and  must  send  them  either 
to  the  state  or  National  Office  when 
demanded. 

(i)  Only  members  in  good  stand- 
ing who  nave  been  in  tha  party  at 
least  six  months  can  vote  on  the  re- 
call of  members  of  the  National  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

(J)  Referendum  for  the  recall  of 
members  of  the  National  Executive 
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The   Communist   International  to 
the  ^American  Socialist 

Dear  Comrades :      The    official    notification  from  the !  months  ago  were  engaged  f^<*irying;  to  form  the'/'Two- 
Socialist  party  of  the  United  States  of  affiliation  to  the;  and-a-half"  International,  byVrjieahs' 6f  a_eonfs*€nce  at 


Communist  International,  accompanied  by  the  resolution ! 
adopted  by  referendum,  has  been  brought  before  the1 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Communist  International. 

W*e  are  in  possesion  also  of  the  report  of  the  National ; 
Convention  of  the  Socialist  party  held  in  New  York  in  I 
May,  1920,  containing  the  resolution  upon  international 
relations,  adopted  by  the  convention  in  place  of  that  pre- 
viously adopted  by  referendum,  also  the  resolution,  pre- 
sented by  Victor  Berger. 

Since  the  resolutions  will  be  submitted  to  referendum 
once  more,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  all  three.  All  that 
can  be  3aid  of  Berger's  resolution  is,  first*  that  it  is  hon- 


which  the  centrist  parties  wouT&SdZtatfjmft^jrtnch  would 
establish  a  basis  for  resistance  to  Communism,  a  center 
of  sabotage  of  the  world  revolution.  It  is  this  idea^  which 
animates  the  Hillquit,  or  majority,  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Socialist  party  convention,  with  the  exception  that 
neither  the  Germans  nor  the  French  patty  have  ever 
dared  to  declare  themselves  against  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat,  as  has  been  done  by  the  Socialist  party 
of  the  United  States. 

This  scheme  has  failed,  because  the  working  class  of 
the  world  is  in  favor  of  placing  itself  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Communist  International  and  the  leaders  of 


*^        Tr,l 


estly  reactionary;  and,  second,  that  we  are  surprised  that|  the  centrist  parties,  pushed  onward  by  pressure  of  the 
it  could  be  offered  in  a  convention  of  a  party  which  calls  j  masses,  now  CQme  to  us  desiring  admission  to  the  Com- 
itself  Socialist.  :.  munist  International.    This  is  even  more  true  of  the  Hill- 

Concerning  the  minority  resolution — which,  except  fori  quits  and  Lees  of  the  American  party,  who  even  while 
the  addition  of  George  Lansbury's  opinion  of  what  Lenin    they  declare  themselves  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the 
thought  about  conditions  of  affiliation  to  the  Communist  i  Communist  International,  yet  do  not  dare  to  withdraw 
International,  is  the  same  as  the  resolution  adopted  -by    from  it. 
referendum — there  is  more  to  say.  And  to  all  these  parties  the  Communist  International 

•  It  begins -with. a  long  preamble  condemning  the  Second  (  replies: 
International — a  formula  which  has  become  so  common, ;  The  Communist  International  is  not  a  hotel,  where 
even  to  the  parties  of  the  Right,  that  it  has  ceased  to  have  travelers  may  come  with  their  own  baggage  and  carry  on 
any  meaning.  The  section  dealing  with  the  Communist;  their  private  affairs.  The  Communist  International  is  an 
International  reads  as  follows:  army  in  wartime;  volunteers  who  join  the  army  of  revo-   - 

?•   "The  Socialist  party  of  the  United  States,  therefore,    lution  must  adopt  its  principles  and  obey  its.  orders,  sub-  : 
declares  itself  in  support  of  the  Third  (Moscow)  Inter-    mit  to  its  discipline.    -None  but  revolutionary- Communist 
national,  no!  so  much,  because  it  supports,  tfcte  "Moscow*    parties  are   accepted    i:i    the>   Communist  International, 
programs  and  methods,  but  because:  They  must  adopt  as  their  program  the  program  of  the 

"(a)   'Moscow  is  doing  something  which  is  really  chal-    Communist  .  Internati&nal — open    revolutionary i  mass — 
lenging  to  world  imperialism.  struggle  for  Communism,  through  the  dictatorship  of  the 

lg(bf  JMu«CO«i  la-,  threatea^d  bj  the  combined  capitalist    p.-o'.etari-t,  by  :r.car.3  cf  workers'  Sevie$» — *cppr>rin<»  •* 

forces  of  the  world  simply  because  it  is  proletarian.  i  binding  all  resolutions  of  the  congresses  a-id  executULfl— . 

"(c)  'Under  these  circumstances,  whatever  we  may  |  committees  of  the  Communist  InternationaL-JThey  must 
ha'*e  to  say  to  Moscow  afterward,  it  is  the  duty  of  So-  create  a  strongly  centralized  form  of  organization,  a  mili- 
cialists  to  stand  by  it  now,  because  its  fall  will  mean  tary  discipline;  all  party  members  in  public  office,  in  the 
the  fall  of  Socialist  republics  in  Europe,  and  also  the  dis-  I  labor  unions,  in  all  forms  of  public  activity,  must  be  ab- 
earance of  Socialist  hopes  for  years  to  come."  :  solutely  subject  to  the  fall-powered  central  committee  of 
The  reasons  stated  for  affiliation  to  the  Communist !  the  party;  which  is  the  supreme  organ  directing  all  the 
International  have  nothing  to  do  with  Communism,  and  j  phases  of  party  work. 

indeed  imply  very  serious  reservations  concerning  what  j      Thev  must  consistently  denounce  bourgeois  democracy. 

■by  j  ancTsocial  patriotism,  and  also  the  falsehood  and  hypoc; 
tacv  of  social  "pacifism;  they  must  systematically  demon- 


the  author  calls  "Moscow"  programs  and*  method: 
which  we  take  it  Communism  is  meant. 

It  is,  of  course,  very  gratifying  to  have  the  sympathy 
of  the  American  Socialist  party  because  the  Communist 
International  is  "threatened  by  the  combined  capitalist 
forces  of  the  world."  This  is,  however,  hardly  a  valid 
reason  for  a  party's  wishing  to  join  the  Communist  In- 
ternational, or  for  the  Communist  International  to  accept 
such  a  party.  But  there  is  no  other  reason  given,  except 
that  the  Communist  International  is  "doing  something" 
which  is  "challenging  to  world  imperialism"  just  what, 
the  author  evidently  prefers  to  conceal  from  the  Ameri- 
can proletariat. 
s*^~  This  resolution  evidently  is  based  on  a  misconception 
'"of  the  role  of  the  Communist  International.  The  Com- 
munist International  is  in  no  sense  a  defensive  organi- 
zation. It  is  an  organ  of  aggression,  the  general  staff  of 
the  world  revolution,  for  the  forcible  overthrow  of  the 
capitalist  state  everywhere,  and  tie  setting  up  of  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  J  Concerning  questions  of 
-^•^pnuciple  and  fundamental  aims,  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
*~"^  sider  what  the  American  Socialist  party  "may  have  to  say 
to  Moscow  afterwards." 

On   the  contrary,    the    Communist    International  has 

something  to  say  to  parties  desiring  to  affiliate,  before 

they  are  accepted. 

^-^    The  Communist  International  is  not  "Moscow,     but  a 

centralized  and  disciplined  organization  now  comprising 

the  great  majority  of  the   revolutionary  working  class 

-rties  of  the  worldj  The  Second  Congress,  just  ended, 

■"-led  rep resen£atives  of  the  revolutionary  vanguard 

'-»rs  of  all  countries.    There  were  also  present 

"  *  French  Socialist  party  and  the  German 

democratic  party,  which  only  a  few 


strate~To~  the  workers  that  without  a  revolutionary  ovgS 
thfow  oijthe  capitalist  state  no  talk  of  disarmamentTno  ^ 


International  arpitrationr  no  League  of  Nations  can  9tvp  ,.« 


mankind  from  nqw  imperialist  "»" 

"  They  must  immediately  break  with  reformism  and  the 
policy  of  the  centrists;  they  must  expel  from  their  ranks 
all  non-revolutionary  elements,  all  opportunist  leaders; 
they  must  sever  all  connections  with  the  petty  bourgeoisie 
and  prepare  for  revolutionary  action,  for  merciless  civil 

,  war.- "        ~ — '"    ■-'  *"  ;-  3fc 

JjSfhe  report  of  the  May  convention  of  the  Socialist  party 
proves  very  clearly  that  this  party  is  very  far  indeed 
from  specification  above  outlined. 

The  declaration  of  principles  adopted  is  an  affront  to 
the  working  class.  It  alone,  if  indorsed  by  the  member- 
ship, is  sufficient  to  separate  the  Socialist  party  of  the 
United  States  from  the  revolutionary  movement. 

The  rejection  of  the  resolution  indorsing  the  dictator- 
ship of  the  proletariat  is  of  course  inadmissible  in  any 
party  seeking  to  join  the  Communist  International.  And 
we  do  not  know  a  single  Socialist  party  in  the  world  which 
has  equalled  the  action  of  the  American  party  in  abolish- 
ing from  its  constitution  two  years  after  the^world  war, 
the  provision  forbidding  legislative  representatives  to  vote 
for  military  appropriations. 

Up  to  the  present  the  American  Socialist  party  has  been 
considered  a  centrist  party,  but  it  definitely  abandons  all 
Socialist  pretensions,  it  definitely  enters  the  ranks  of  the 
bourgeois  reform  parties,  with  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing declaration: 

"Its  (the  Socialist  Party's)  ultimate  aim  in  politics  is 
to  secure  a  majority  in  congress  and  in  every  state  legis- 
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Q/ZztiE  Socialist  Party  of  New  York  proposes 
V^/  here  the  first  steps  towards  the  building  of 
a  new  city. 

It  would  be  a  city  wjtfro jhott^who  are  making 
its  wealth  by  work^jilum  "ffrftP/feain  would  re 
ceive  their  full  nwSrds  in*the  shaj£eV)f  greater 
opportunities  for/leisggpiiid  9t$?V  living  stand- 
ards. It  would  He  A  city  whose  citizeas/could  live 
as  free  men  and  wqfflgnC 'working-,  W&raier  for  the 
good  things  of  lif e>camgg^  th'an^ompeting  in  a 
drab  struggle  for  existence. 

The  immediate  program  which  follows  must 
always  be  viewed  in  terms  of  our  ultimate  goal 
which  is  to  give  to  the  working  men  and  women 
of  New  York  a  government  which  will  conserve 
their  interests  and  those  of  their  children,  be 
vigilant  against  greed  and  exploitation  and  at  all 
times  be  at  the  efficient  service  of  the  majority  of 
the  people. 

What  must  be  done,  and  done  now,  if  indeed 
we  are  to  make  any  real  start  towards  this  con- 
structive program,  is  to  create  an  independent 
political  party  courageous,  militant,  and  determined 
to  combat  both  the  corruption  of  the  Tammany 
machine  and  the  reaction  and  hypocrisy  of  the 
Republicans. 

As  we  hail  the  victory  of  our  comrades  in  Great 
Britain,  we  are  reminded  that  their  rise  to  power 
followed  many  years  application  of  municipal 
Socialism  in  the  cities  and  counties  of  Great 
Britain.    It  will  not  be  otherwise  in  America. 

To  the  making  of  our  Party,  we  summon  those 
who  see  with  us  a  City  of  the  Future,  very  different 
indeed  from  the  New  York  of  1929.  Inefficiency, 
extravagance  and  corruption  have  become  the  ac- 
cepted rule.  Scarcely  a  department  of  the  Walker 
administration  is  without  its  scandal.  The  Queens 
Borough  sewer  and  paving  scandal,  the  Equitable 
Bus  scandal,  the  milk  scandal,  the  pushcart  scandal, 
the  Street  Cleaning  Department  scandal,  the  de- 
moralization of  the  police  as  evidenced  by  the  un- 
punished Rothstein  and  Marlow  murders  and 
other  killings — these  are  but  a  few  of  the  more 
notorious  offences  of  the  City  Administration 
against  common  decency. 

The  rebuilding  of  our  city  calls  for  dealing  first 
with  pressing  and  vital  problems  affecting  the 
everyday  lives  of  our  people.  The  more  outstand- 
ing of  these  problems  are: 
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TWO  years  ago  the  Socialist  Party  alone 
spoke  the  truth  ahoui-±h«-aDotted  and 
highly  exaggerated  VJ*0&i% ^^ll^ftinerica. 
Today  an  army  of  .mMIions  3f  unemployed 
bears  tragic  witness/ to  Ij^pnevtoMtofailure 
of  a  capitalist  systetow-un  for  prroite  profit 
to  provide  even  eftS^ntaiy-security'  for 
workers.  The  econo!h*££depre^SKm  now 
sweeping  the  country  has  brought  bitter  mis- 
ery into  the  lives  and  homes  of  millions  of 
workers. 

We  also  called  attention  to  the  inevitable 
growth  of  mergers  under  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem. Chain  stores,  chain  banks,  and  public 
utility  combinations  have  displaced  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  independent  economic  lives; 
and  have  further  concentrated  power  and  con- 
trol of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  capitalist 
magnates.  This  speaks  louder  than  words 
for  collective  ownership  and  social  control 
of  the  vital  industries. 

With  these  facts  in  mind,  we  call  again  on 
workers  in  factory,  farm,  home,  school,  and 
office  to  unite  in  their  own  political  party  and 
to  organize  on  the  economic  field  to  win  for 
the  people  ownership  and  control  of  those 
things  necessary  for  their  common  life,  to 
the  end  that  Plenty,  Peace  and  Freedom  be 
established  among  us. 

The  old  parties,  both  belonging  to  the 
same  interests,  both  tools  of  the  owning  class, 
have  failed  not  only  in  fundamental  issues 
but  even  in  the  immediate  task  of  efficient 
and  progressive  government. 

The  Republican  majority  in  the  legislature 
has  done  nothing  except  to  yield  minor  con- 
cessions wrung  from  it  by  pressure  of  public 
demand.  It  took  the  Socialist  proposal  for 
old-age  pensions  and  perverted  it  into  a  mere 
annex  of  the  poor  law. 

Political  strategy  has  forced  the  Demo- 
crats to  make  some  show  of  liberalism,  but 


THE  CITY  FOI 


y  MUNICIPAL  PLATFORM  OF  THE 

SOCIALIST  PARTY  *\% 

Mayoralty  Electi 

= 


For  Mayor,  M 


THE  resignation  of  Mayor  Walker  under  charges  gives 
the  people  of  New  York  an  opportunity  to  bring  a 
new  spirit  into  the  government  of  this  great  city. 

The  Socialist  Party  has  for  years  been  directing  public 
attention  to  the  bribery,  extortion,  and  other  abuses  which 
have  prevailed  .in  the  city  administration  and  the  lower 
courts.  The  Seabury  investiga- 
tion has  more  than  justified  all 
our  charges.  Public  officials  have 
been  revealed  as  hired  servants 
of  big  business  on  the  one  hand 
and  as  in  alliance  with  the  crimi- 
nal underworld  on  the  other. 
The  Equitable  Bus  deal,  the 
Bronx  street-cleaning  graft,  the 
Queens  sewer  graft,  the  system 
of  blackmail  in  the  Magistrates' 
Courts,  the  protection  of  crooks  and  gunmen  by  the 
Police  Department,  the  connivance  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment at  the  selling  of  impure  milk,  and  corruption  and 
malfeasance  in  the  Dock  Department,  in  the  Department 
of  Licenses,  in  the  Department  of  Hospitals,  in  the  Bu- 
reau of  Standards  and  Appeals,  in  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
mission— these  are  but  the  outstanding  items  in  a  long 
calendar  of  scandals  which  has  been  brought  to  light. 

A  few  guilty  officials  have  been  convicted.  A  few 
more  have  been  removed  from  office  or  forced  to  resign. 
But  the  heart  of  the  evil  has  not  been  touched.  The  cor- 
rupt machine  is  still  intact.  Nothing  but  a  decisive  de- 
feat at  the  polls  will  prevent  it  from  renewing  its  criminal 
practices  as  soon  as  public  interest  has  subsided. 

Neglect  of  the  Unemployed 

The  provision  made  by  the  Tammany  administration 
for  relief  to  the  unemployed  has  been  shamefully  inade- 
quate. More  than  fifty  thousand  families  have  been  left 
in  utter  destitution.    Another  forty-six  thousand  who  arr 
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Does  the  National  Platform  of  the  Socialist  Partylor 
Answer:    Who  Wants  the  New  Deal? 
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It  is  common  knowledge  that  the  Democratic  Platform  promises  have  been  only  recognized  in  the 

breach.      If,   as  here   pointed   out,   the  explanation  is   that   the    Democratic   Platform   was after    it   had 

decoyed  the  necessary  votes — jettisoned  in  favor  of  the  Socialistic  Platform,  does  not  at  least  the  inference 
logically  follow  that  the  Socialistic  left  element  merely  used  the  Democratic  Parly  and  its  candidates  a»  a 
sort  of  Trojan  ^lorse  in  which  to  ride  to  control  under  cover? 
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The  New  Deal  Answers 


It  proposes  to  transfer  the  principal  industries  of  the  coun- 
try from  private  ownership  and  autocratic,  cruelly  inefficient 
management  to  social  ownership  and  democratic  control.  Only 
by  these  means  will  it  be  possible  to  organize  our  industrial 
life  on  a  basis  of  planned  and  steady  operation  without  periodic 
breakdowns  and  disastrous  crises. 

Unemployment  and  Labor  Legislation 

1.  A  federal  appropriation  of  $5,000,000,000  for  imme- 
diate relief  for  those  in  need,  to  supplement  state  and  local 
appropriations. 


2.  A  federal  appropriation  of  $5,000,000,000  for  public 
works  and  roads,  reforestation,  slum  clearance  and  decent 
homes  for  the  workers,  by  federal  government,  states  and  cities. 

3.  Legislation  providing  for  the  acquisition  of  land,  build- 
ings and  equipment  necessary  to  put  the  unemployed  to  work 
producing  food,  fuel  and  clothing  and  for  the  erection  of 
houses  for  their  own  use. 

4.  The  six-hour  day  and  the  five-day  week  without  a  reduc- 
tion of  wages. 

5.  A  comprehensive  and  efficient  system  of  free  public  em- 
ployment agencies. 

6.  A  compulsory  system  of  unemployment  compensation 
with  adequate  benefits,  based  on  contributions  by  the  govern- 
ment and  by  employers. 

7.  Old-age  pensions  for  men  and  women  sixty  years  of 
age  and  over. 

8.  Health  and  maternity  insurance. 

9.  Improved  systems  of  workmen's  compensation  and  ac- 
cident insurance. 

10.  The  abolition  of  child  labor. 


( 


"Redistribution  of  Wealth" — "Planned  Economy" — Result: 
Increase  of  Government  bureaucracy  and  destruction  of  the 
individual  property  right  guaranteed  under  the  American 
form  of  Government. 


Unemployment  and  Labor  Legislation 

1.  The  FERA  Act  of  1933  approved  May  12,  1933,  stated 
as  its  purpose,  "to  provide  for  cooperation  by  the  Federal 
Government  with  the  several  states  in  relieving  the  hardship 
and  suffering  by  unemployment."  $950,000,000  for  this  act 
appropriated  in  1934  and  $3,300,000,000  for  National  Indus- 
trial Recovery  appropriated  in  1934. 

2.  The  President  received  a  blank  check  for  $4,880,000,000 
in  1935  for  this  purpose. 

/, 

3.  Covered  by  the  FSHC,  Federal  Subsistailce  Homesteads 
Corporation,  and  ECW,  Emergency  Conservation  Works 
(which  directs  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps). 


4.  Covered   in   NRA   codes,    and   the   Socialistic   Wagner 
Labor  Bill  which  has  the  support  of  the  "Brain  Trust." 


6.  Covered  by  the  Social  Security  Bill. 

7.  Covered  by  the  Social  Security  Bill. 

8.  Covered  by  the  Social  Security  Bill. 

9.  Covered  by  the  Social  Security  Bill. 

10.  Covered  by  NRA  codes,  and  "Brain  Trust"  desires  to 
have  the  Child  Labor  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  ratified 
which  will  regiment  the  youth  of  America  under  Federal 
control. 
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I.  Majority  report 
David  H.  Felix 
Kaynard  Krueger 
Edward  Levins on 
Clarence  Senior 

II.     Minority  report 
Jacob  Panlren 

III.  Transcript  of  Krueger' s  speech 

IV.  Resolutions  A.  Adopted  by  the 

conference 
B.  Presented  by  the 
conference  minority 
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ESTATE    PLATFORM 
SOCIALIST    PARTY 

-*£.    ,  ,  OF  mm  YORK-  ji-   <•     ' 

The  Socialist  .Party  comes  before  the  people  of  ' 
New  York  State  as  the  d^t  q4j*fagr  by  hand 
and  brain  dedicated  toa£n|3» swHrWroKn  which 
a  hfe  of  security  ansT^enty  will  bejK  \eritage 
of  all.  It  pledges  its/if  tggje  ltt$i&2$  of  a  co- 
operative commomteahn,  a  socialist  <■  iociety, 
wherein  the  basic  inN^^^^fed-^en^S  of  the 
nation  will  be  publiclyN»j^d^a^d«ffiocratically 
managed  for  the-<:ommon  good  ' ' — 

We  are  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  worst  depression 
in  our  history.  Millions  of  manual,  skilled,  "white 
collar"  workers,  farmers,  and  members  of  pro- 
fessions,  are  unemployed.  Some  two  million  are 
idle  in  New  York  State  alone.  Millions  are  living 
as  charity  wards  of  private  and  public  agencies. 
A  vast  army  of  our  people  have  lost  their  homes 
and  their  savings  of  a  lifetime.  The  middle  class 
is  faced  with  increasing  insecurity  and  poverty. 
A  new  tragic  class  of  permanently  unemployed  is 
forming.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  youth  are 
denied  all  opportunity  and  face  the  future  without 
hope.  Crime,  suicide,  slow  starvation  of  children 
and  adults  and  utter  physical  and  mental  demoral' 
ization  are  increasing  evils  in  our  national  hfe. 

This  overwhelming  disaster  that  has  come  to 
all  useful  workers  is  mainly  due  to  the  ownership 
and  control  by  a  handful  of  capitalists  and  bankers 
of  the  industries,  raw  materials,  machinery,  trans-  ^n 
portation,  banks  and  utilities.  This  monopoly  by 
a  small  class  has  brought  a  sharp  antagonism  of 
interest  between  these  owners  and  the  masses 
whom  they  exploit,  a  class  struggle  breaking  out 
in  strikes,  lockouts,  marches  of  exploited  farmers 
and  workers  to  obtain  control  of  the  governing 
powers. 

The  capitalist  system,  while  yielding  vast  fortunes 
to  the  great  owners  of  industry,  has  shown  itself 
ever  more  incapable  of  guaranteeing  even  the 
minimum  necessities  of  hfe  to  the  masses.  This 
system  must  go. 

The  present  order  means  recurring  and  ever 
more  tragic  breakdowns  in  our  industrial  machin- 


2     -    Jr-t-d  I 

Do  You  Want  Ago&Sr~     ^ 


\ 


ine  masters  of  America  are  cettins*  re^v  for  .,„„♦*,      ._  , 
other  WorH  Wa,     Three  ta*5SL2£ «*£*. £2?"^ 

Harry  H.  Woodrmg,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War   which  "w,«  »ti>.  r .        , 
test  of  the  army's  plans  for  war  mobilLaW"  '  A^kll^  th 
spent  to  increase  the  size  of  the  United  States  n^pOF^    "  h*mg 

The  war  for  which  our  rulers  prepare  qS?e  stored  onlv  K«  ,» 
gamzation  of  the  workers  to  "si.tVTheL^^^ 
homble  that  the  workers  cannot  allow  the  pfeStentrdrift  Y„  ,        . 
unless  they  care  nothing  for  the,  ^1S8^^£^£ 

Sociallfnarn91t7hrerrth  "^  ^  L"nited  StateS  had  dedared  TO  the" 
socialist  party   the  only  large  organization  in  the  country  that  foueht  the 

war  cons.stently.  issued  millions  of  leaflets  which  warned  'the  war^  what 
would  happen.     The  leaflet  is  exactly  reproduced  here 

Thousands  of  Socialists  were  then  imprisoned.     Eugene  V    Debs  was 
sentenced  to  ten  years  i„  Atlanta  penitentiary.    The  entir/national  exe  udv 
committee  of  the  party  was  sentenced  to  twenty  years.  e*ec«"ve 

it  h,fTy  ^  °"  tHiS  Ylet  ,S  ^  tfUe  t0d^  aS'  When  *  *&  written    and 
it  has  seventeen  years  of  experience  to  prove  its  truth. 

Proclamation 

And  War  Program 


130 


The  Socialist  Party,  of  the  United  States 
in  the  present  grave  crisis,  solemnly  reaf- 
firms its  allegiance  to  the  principle  of  in- 
ternationalism and  working  class  solidar- 
ity the  world  over,  and  proclaims  its  un- 
alterable opposition  to  the  war  just  de- 
clared by  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

Modern  wars  as  a  rule  have  been  caused 
by  the  commercial  and  financial  rivalry 
and  intrigues  of  the  capitalist  interests 
m  the  different  countries.  Whether  they 
have  been  frankly  waged  as  wars  of  ag- 
gression or  have  been  hypocritically  rep- 
resented as  wars  of  "defense,"  they  have 
always  been  made  by  the  classes  and 
fought  by  the  masses.  Wars  bring  wealth 
and  power  to  the  ruling  classes,  and  suf- 
fering, death  and   demoralization   to   the 


workers. 

They  breed  a  sinister  spirit  of  passion 
unreason,  race  hatred  and  false  patriotism 
They  obscure  the  struggles  of  the  work- 
ers for  life,  liberty  and  social  justice. 
They  tend  to  sever  the  vital  bonds  of 
solidarity  between  them  and  their  brothers 
in  other  countries,  to  destroy  their  or- 
ganizations and  to  curtail  their  civic  and 
political  rights  and  liberties. 

The  Socialist  Party  of  the  United  States 
■a  unalterably  opposed  to  the  system  of 
exploitation  and  class  rule  which  is  up- 
held and  strengthened  by  military  power 
and  sham  national  patriotism.  We,  there- 
fore, call  upon  the  workers  of  all  coun- 
tries to  refuse  support  to  their  govern- 
ments in  their  wars.  The  wars  of  the 
contending  national  groups  of  capitalists 
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A   Constructive  Program 
A  Call  to  Action  .  .  . 
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Petition  to  Form  a  New  Political  Party 

We,  die  undersigned  legally  qualified  voters  of  the  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  in  our  own  proper  persons  and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  relating  thereto, 
do  hereby  declare  our  intention  to  form  a  new  political  party  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  be  known  as  the  SOCIALIST  PARTY,  and  make  the  fol- 
lowing nominations  of  candidates  of  the  SOCIALIST  PARTY  for  the  offices  hereinafter  specified,  to  be  voted  for  at  the  election  to  bo  held  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  cm  the  Fifth  Day  of  November  A.  D.  1940,  namely: 


Name  of  Candidate 


Residence   Address 


Party 


Office  to  be  Filled 


NORMAN  THOMAS 
MAYNARD  C.  KRUEGER 
ARTHUR  G.  McDOWELL 

joe  tonielli 
clarence  h.  mayer 
mordecai  shulman 
georgia  albright 
ina  m.  white 
kellam  foster 
kate  m.  ward 
jack  sessions 
eva  s.  cowan 
harry  fleischman 
lee  s.  gregory 
janet  Mcdowell 
florence  krechefsky 
virgil  vogel 
justin  zaitz 
vtttorio  buttis 
anton  jecmen 
robert  rogers 
r.  c  densmore 
arthur  streitelmeier 
paul  albright 
mary  rhodes 
william  huetteman 
joseph  schmidekamp 
ralph  gipe 
a.  h.  staggs 
fred  hamman 
james  manning 
harry  l.  diehl 
john  branson 
raymond  ptggott 
craig  easton 
eleanor  burns 
o.  b.  bagshaw 
cecil  abney 
william  cox 
-irene  allard 
asher  finkel 
percy  jackson 
michael  pretula 


235  East  22nd  St.,  New  York,  New  York  Social 

6K30  University  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

700  Oakwood   Blvd.,    Chicago,  Illinois  Social: 

896  East  Bluff,  Marseilles,  Illinois  Social; 

316  Fayette  St.,   Pekin,  Illinois  Sociali 

1632  S.  Trumbull  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

820  S.   Utica    St.,  Waukegan,    Illinois  Social 

5709  S.  Harper  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

11453  L'ongwood  Drive,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

5146  Belden  Ave.,  Downers  Grove,  Illinois  Social 

3932  S.  Lake  Park  Ave.,   Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

1505  N.  Dearborn  Pkwy.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

3932  S.  Lake  Park  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

4742  Forestville  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

700  Oakwood  Blvd.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social: 

5416  Dorchester  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

6129  S    Green  St.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

3039    S.    Millard  Ave.,    Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

1535  Roosevelt  Rd.,  Chicagot  Illinois  Social: 

3631  Gundarson  Ave.,  Berwyn,  Illinois  Social 

R942  N.    Kostner  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

949  Madison   St.,    Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

947    Newport  Ave.,  Chicago,   Illinois  Social 

820  S.   Utica  St.,  Waukegan,   Illinois  Social 

Prairie    Ave.,  Downers   Grove,  Illinois  Social 

2721  Second  St.,  Peru,  Illinois  Social 

Lanark,  Illinois  Social 

1120  Second  Ave.,  Rock  Island,  Illinois  Social 

214  N.   East  St.,  Genesea,  Illinois  Social 

712    McLean    St.,  Pekin,  Illinois  Social 

Leroy,  Illinois  Sociali 

Gibson    City,  Illinois  Social 

1352  E.   Logan  St.,  Decatur,   Hlinois  Social 

Route   1,  Jerseyville,  Illinois  Social 

521   Park   St.,  Gillespie,  Illinois  Social 

2115  Delmar  Ave..  Granite  City,  Illinois  Social 

West  York,  Illinois  Social 

Harrisburg,   Illinois  Social 

302    S.    Illinois  St.,  Carbondale,    Illinois  Social: 

6511    Blackstone  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 
1868  S.   Central  Park  Ave.,  Chicago.  Illinois      Social 

3527  Cottage  Grove  Ave  ,  Chicago,  Illinois  Social 

941  N.  Fairfield  Ave.,  Chicago.  Illinois  Social 


st  President  of  the  United  States  of  America 

st  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  of  America 

st  Governor 

st  Lieutenant  Governor 

st  United  States  Senator 

st  Secretary  of  State 

st  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 

st  State  Treasurer  >' 

st  Attorney  General 

st  Trustee  of  University  of  Illinois 

st  Trustee  of  University  of  Illinois 

st  Trustee  of  University  of  Illinois 

st  Congressman  At  Large 

st  Congressman  At  Large 

st  Presidential  Elector  1st  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  2nd  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  3rd  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  4th   Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  5th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  6th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  7th  Congressional   District 

st  Presidential  Elector  8th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  9th  Congressional   District 

st  Presidential  Elector  10th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  11th  Congressonal  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  12th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  13th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  14th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  15th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  16th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  17th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  18th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  19th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  20th  Congressional  District 

st  Presdential  Elector  21st  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  22nd  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  23rd  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  24th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  25th  Congressional  District 

st  Presidential  Elector  At  Large 

st  Presidential  Elector  At  Large 

st  Presidential  Elector  At  Large 

st  Presidential  Elector  At  Large 


" 


We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  not  subscribed  to  anv  other  nominations    for  said  offices  to  he  voted  upon  at  the  election  to  be  held  November  5,1940 


NAME 

RESIDENCE  ADDRESS 
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FOR  ALL-OUT  DEMOCRACY 


You: 


-4* 


U.  S.  A. 


.  N.  Y.     *     GRamercy  7-9584 
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SOCIALIST  LABOR  PARTY 

SECTIONS  IN  GREATER  NEW  YORK  CITY 

61  Cliff  Street 

New  York  8,  N.Y. 


Ll-  7 5' 61-1-2*7 


Dec.    18,    1945 
Dear  WEEKLY  PEOPLE  Reader: 

World  War    II  was    terminated   Inst   august,    a  ba^Jagfoua  'aSKflgljter 
was    concluded   for   the    time   being,    and  we   are    about    tV^pfeter*> fcAythe 

££EaX£st 


first  peacetime  Christmas  in  five  years.   However,  the" 

Labor  Party  points  out  thnt  while  the  military  conflict  has  ended, 

the  CLASS  CONFLICT  STILL  RAGES,  more  fiercely",  in  fact,  than  ever. 

One  side  of  the  class  war  is  the  capitalist  class,  that  class 
which  owns  the  means  whereby  the  rest  of  us  live.  The  other  side  is 
the  working  class,  that  class  which  does  not  own,  but  whi  ih  alone 
can  manage  and  operate  the  means  of  wealth  production..   In  this 
war,  capitalist  spokesmen  and  apologists   are  engaged  on   the  one 
side  versus  the  Socialist  Labor  Party  on  the  other. 

The  matter  of  greatest  importance  to  the  future  welfare  of 
mankind  is  to  enable  the  Socialist  Labor  Party  to  carry  on  ITS 
"ideological  warfare,"  not  only  'without  Interruption,  but  with 
increased  resources  and  undiminished  strength  and  vigor.  We  are  not 
exaggerating  in  saying  this.  Even  if  the  Socialist  Labor  Party  were 
only  a  spark  in  this  present  dark  hour,  it  would  still  be  of  para- 
mount important}®  to  keep  alive  that  spark,  for  from  that  spark  shall 
come  the  conflagration  which  at  last  must  and  will  cleanse  the  world 
of  the  great  evil  brought  about  by  the  body-  and  mind-destroying 
system  of  capitalism,  now  gasping  in  its  death-struggle  --f  the  con*  .- 
flogration  that  shall  set  free  the  oppressed  and  exploited  people 
the  world  over,  and  enable  them  to  build  the  new,  ATTAINABLE,  world 
of  freedom,  peace  and  plenty. 

Sections  of  the  Socialist  Labor  Party  in  Greater  New  York 
have  assumed  the  responsibility  of  making  individual  appeals  to  the 
readers  in  this  city  and  vicinity  for  a  generous  contribution  to 
the  Christmas  Box  of  the  WEEKLY  PEOPLE,  the  fighting  official  organ 
of  the  Socialist  Labor  Party.  We  ask  you  to  use  the  blank  form 
below  to  send  your  contribution  to  the  — 

WEEKLY  PEOPLE  CHRISTMAS  BOX 

in  whatever  amount  your  circumstances  may  make  possible.  Give  us 
your  aid  NOW,  for  no  one  knows  what  the  morrow  may  bring. 

Yours  sincerely  and  fraternally, 


[Tear  here) 


SOCIALIST   LABOR   PARTY 
SECTIONS    IN-  GREATER   HEY.   YORK 


Date, 


Socialist  Labor  Party 
Sections  in  Greater  N.Y. 
61  Cuff  St. 
New  York  8,  N.Y. 

Dear  Comrades: 

I  am  enclosing  my  1945  CHRISTMAS  BOX  contribution 

of  % .  In  the  acknowledgment  in  the  WEEKLY  PEOPLE,  please 

print  my  name  as 

Name      


Address 


,,;q[      >e28th  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 
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of  the 
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RUSSIAN     REVOLUTION 


HOTEL 
DIPLOMAT 


108  West  43rd  St. 

6th  Avenue  and  43rd  St. 

New  York  City 


SUNDAY 
NOV.  4th 


\ 


8  P.M. 


Admission  25* 


The  above  painting  by  Diego  Rivera  depicts  the  international  character  of  the  October  1917  Revolt* 
led  by  Lenin  and  Trotsky — the  two  central  figures  in  the  painting.  Around  them  are  grouped  workers  of  difl 
ent  races  and  nationalities,  united  by  the  revolution  in  solidarity  against  capitalist  exploitation  and  oppress!//, 

Stalin's  cynical  betrayal  of  everything  the  October  revolution  signified  to  the  toiling  masses  of  the  wq  /* 
constitutes  one  of  the  most  monstrous  crimes  in  history. 


1i 


MES  P.  CANNON 


,     National  Secretary  of  the 

OCIALIST  WORKERS  PARTY,  one  of  the  founders  and  prominent  leaders  of  Amer- 

n  Communism,  will  speak  on  the  historical  significance  of  the  Russian  Revolution. 

Oihsut.  SpsuahsJiA, 
TROTSKYIST  CANDIDATES 

in  New^York  City  Elections 

FARRELL  DOBBS 

Editor  of  The  Militant 

FOR  MAYOR 

LOUISE  SIMPSON 

Member  Int'l  Ladies  Garment  Workers  Union 

,  FOR  CITY  COUNCIL 

Auspices:    SOCIALIST   WORKERS    PARTY  — NEW    YORK    LOCAL 


VOTE      TROTSKYIS1 
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WHY  S 
H-140  PAY  D 


Issued  by  the  National  Commit 


THE  Socialist  Party,  being"* 
for  the  wage-working  class,  aSTLUtue  HTsym- 
pathy  with  it,  proceeds  upon  the  theory  that  the 
workers,  .is  a  class,  must  emancipate  themselves 
from  wage-slavery,  and  must  consequently  develop 
their  own  capacity  for  this  great  purpose. 

Hence,  while  welcoming  all  assistance  from  in- 
dividuals of  other  classes  who  are  in  sympathy 
with  its  objects  and  aims,  the  Socialist  Party  re- 
lies, first,  last  and  all  the  time,  on  the  working 
class  for  its  support  politically  and  otherwise.  Not 
being  a  paternal  organization,  the  means  for  the 
party's  maintenance  must  come  almost  wholly  from 
the  members  of  the  organization. 

Experience  having  demonstrated  that  the  party 
cannot  trust  to  luck  in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs, 
nor  rely  upon  haphazard  donations  for  its  revenues, 
it  has  established  the  duca-paying  system,  which  is 
in  vogue  in  the  party  throughout  the  world. 

Objections  to   the  Dues-Paying  System. 
There   are  those   who  object   to  the  dues-paying 
system  in  our  party  on  the  following  grounds: 

1.  It  humiliates  impoverished  membera  and  ap- 
plicants for  membership. 

2.  "It  places  the  dollar  abova  the  man." 

3.  No  other  political  party  has  such  s,  system. 

Objections  Answered. 

The  first  reason  is  strictly  Utopian.  ''Poverty  is 
no  disgrace,"  but  is  the  logical  result  of  the  com- 
petitive system.  This  being  so,  it  is  foreign  to  the 
spirit  of  our  movement  for  members  or  applicants 
to  feel  "humiliated"  because  they  cannot  pay  dues. 

Our  dues  system  exacts  payments  from  those  who 
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NEW  YORK  SOCIALIST  PARTY 
7  East  15th  Street,  New  York 
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A  Word  to  Railroad  Men 
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FELLOW-WORKINGMEN : 


IU 


Do  you  know   that  your  brothersin  Philadel. 
phia  are  on  strike  ?     Do  you  kn0^$fOT^§L 
them  to  strike?      By   means   of  -^ 
"swing   runs"   they   were  obligtf 
to  1 8  hours  a  day,  and  for  poor> 
had   to   purchase  their  uniforms  l^^C^racMr 
who  charged   a   much  higher  price  than  they  would 
have  had  to  pay  elsewhere. 

This  is   the  second   strike   of   the  employees  of 
the   Philadelphia   Rapid    Transit.       The  first   took 
place  last  May.     At  that  time  the  men  were  havmg 
the  best  of  the  fight.     The  politicians  began  to  fear 
that   if  the  strike    were  carried  over   the    primary 
elections  they    would   suffer   serious    consequences. 
\t    the    request    of    the    politicians    the    company 
yielded  to   the   demands  of  the  men  and  settled  the 
strike       Now   what    happens?      No    sooner    .s    the 
election  over  than  the  company  begins  to  violate  Us 
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Khrinkini 
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Russell 
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buying- 


•ower 


Thebuyinqpowerofadolfar  of- a  "dollar 
lO  Years    Ago:     NOW 


You— the  man  who  reads  this  article;  and  I— the 
man  who  writes  it;  if  we  met  casually  somewhere  and 
fell  into  conversation  we  should  probably  talk  about  a 
number  of  things.  But  if  it  turned  out  that  you  were 
a  bricklayer  and  I  confessed  that  I  was  a  book  agent 
we  should  probably  have  difficulty  in  understanding 
each  other  until  we  struck  one  topic;  the  damnably  high 
cost  of  living. 

Right  there  we  would  meet  on  common  ground. 

It  is  likely  that  we  would  find  ourselves  so  loaded 
with  opinions  that  one  could  hardly  wait  until  the  other 
left  off.  ^> 

I  think  I  can  see  you  knock  the  ashes  out  of  your 
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'Makfj  An  End  Of  War" 

by  Widter  Thomai|Mill8,  M.  A. 

%ig  Business  And  War" 

b?  Charles  Edwanf Russell 


PRICE  19  CENTS 
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Socialist  party,  memj 
vote  "yes"  in  the 

on  the 
"DECLARATION  OF  PRINC 
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THE  Revolutionary  Policy  Committee  wishes  to  inform  the 
Socialist  Party  membership  of  its  position  on  the  Declaration 
of  Principles.  In  determining  our  vote  in  the  referendum  on  the 
Declaration,  we  recognize  two  separate  issues.  Because  of  the 
developing  organizational  struggle  within  the  Party  between  the 
defenders  of  a  sterile  legalism  on  the  one  hand  and  the  variegated 
activists  who  support  the  Declaration's  militant  pacifism  on  the 
other  hand,  we  choose  and  urge  all  Party  members  to  support  the 
latter  in  the  matter  of  organizational  control.  The  issue  of  sterile 
legalism  versus  militant  pacifism  does  not  however  pose  for  us  a 
straight  left-right  struggle  within  the  Party.  We  recognize,  in 
addition  to  the  organizational  question  which  has  arisen  in  the  Party, 
the  necessity  for  clear  principles  of  revolutionary  socialism.  The 
referendum  affords  an  opportunity  for  the  discussion  of  socialist 
fundamentals  which  all  members  of  the  Party  should  welcome 
eagerly.  To  this  end  we  submit  our  criticism  of  the  Declaration 
of  Principles. 
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OCIALIST  PARTY 
303  FOURTH  AVENUE 
NEW    YORK    CITY 
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\OUR  STRIKE-BREAKING 
GOVERNMENTS 

H.'M 
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BY  JAMES 


The  spectacular  open  shop  drive,  laurV&d  over  twaye/s  ago  by  the 
National  Manufacturers*  Association  and  C^urfe^elnrnerce,  at  the 
behest  of  their  Wall  Street  masters,  has:  to  date,  met  defeat  at  almost  every 
turn  Their  much-advertised  American  plan  of  emancipation  for  the  toilers 
from  labor  union  interference,  failed  to  take  hold  Millions .were  spent  to 
inform  the  dear  public  of  their  love  for  free  labor,  whom  they  believed  should 
be  left  free  to  work  and  scab  whenever  and  wherever  the  employers  needed 
them  and  at  such  wages  and  hours  as  they,  the  employers,  felt  free  to  pay; 
that  the  high  cost  of  living  could  not  come  down  unless  wages  came  down  first 
and  wages  were  cut  all  along  the  line,  not  once,  or  twice,  but,  in  some  cases. 
three  and  four  times. 

But  the  cost  of  living  did  not  come  down  to  any  noticeable  extent.     In 
fact,  rents  went  up. 

Strikes  and  lockouts,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  were  the  results 
and.  while  the  industrial  depression  did  make  inroads  on  the  membership  of 
Organized  Labor,  the  open  shop  drive  did  not.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Ae 
drive  had  the  effect  of  drawing  the  workers  closer  together.  Finally  the  drive 
reached  the  backbone  of  the  American  Labor  Movement  when  it  crossed 
swords  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  and  the  railroad  shop  cralts. 

After  nearly  four  months'  effort  to  starve  the  miners  into  submission  the 
Wall  Street  bankers  were  terribly  shocked  when  informed  by  the  operator, 
that  there  had  been  practically  no  desertions  from  the  ranks  of  Organized 
Labor  and  that  about  75.000  non-union  miners  had  joined. the  organized 
ranks;  that  coal  production  had  fallen  off  accordingly.  Besides,  the  striking 
railroad  shop  crafts  were  growing  stronger  as  the  strike  grew  older  and  that  all 
roads  were  crippled  and  some  entirely  out  of  commission.    And  this,  in  spite 


What  I 


Socialism  stands  for  a  new  civilization. 

It  is  a  world-wide  movement  of  the  working  class  for  better  food,  better 
clothing,  better  homes,  more  education  and  culture — in  short,  a  more 
abundant  life. 

Socialism  starts  out  with  two  terrific  propositions : 

1.  All  men  are  brothers,  not  merely  brothers  ijj^KkgMhr-but  brothers  in 
fact,  with  a  common  blood,  common  interest,  comfrfcA  <»fiseW?T5\e  welfare 
of  one  is  the  brotherly  concern  of  all  of  us,  and/finng  brothers,  allVar  and 
strife  and  hatred  should  cease.  /      ShP  1  9  tOTS 

2.  The  things  that  men  need  in  common  Wjuld  be  owned  in> common 
and  supplied  for  the  common  good,  not  for  private  profit.  :>/ 

With  these  ideas  in  mind  the  Socialists  makeSome^vecy.-d«?inite,  con- 
structive proposals.  / 

In  the  political  field  we  demand  the  rule  of  the  people,  that  is,  political  * 
democracy. 

In  the  economic  field  we  demand  the  public  ownership  and  democratic 
management  of  public  utilities,  that  is,  industrial  democracy. 

WHAT  SOCIALISM  MEANS 

Broadly  speaking,  Socialism  means — 

First:  That  the  means  of  production  and  distribution  of  wealth  which 
are  social  and  public  in  nature  shall  be  publicly  owned.  This  will  include 
the  coal,  oil  and  iron  lands,  the  rivers,  forests,  and  other  natural  resources. 
It  will  also  include  all  the  great  public  utilities  such  as  railroads,  telegraph, 
express  companies,  and  in  short,  all  the  great  trusts  and  monopolies. 

Second :  That  all  social  utilities,  being  collectively  owned,  shall  be  under 
democratic  control  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  work,  in  order  that  profit- 
making,  whereby  one  person  exploits  another,  shall  be  abolished. 

Third :  That  all  who  are  able  shall  be  given  opportunity  to  labor  in  the 
collectively  owned  industries,  and  each  shall  receive  the  full  social  value 
of  the  product  of  his  labor. 

Fourth :    That  each  shall  have  for  his  own  private  property  all  that  his  ( 
labor  earns  of  food  and  clothing,  shelter,  house  and  home — bdbks,  music, 
education,  and  culture. 

Fifth:  That  the  government,  municipal,  state  and  national,  shall  be 
made  truly  democratic,  so  that  the  will  and  wish  of  people  may  be  the  law 
of  the  land. 

WHAT  THE  AUTHORITIES  SAY 

Against  these  simple,  straightforward  proposals  of  Socialism  there  has 
been  let  loose  a  flood  of  misrepresentation.  It  is  said  to  be  anarchy,  atheism, 
free  love,  "dividing-up"  and  a  lot  of  stupid  and  impossible  things. 

No  intelligent  person  holds  these  views,  and  anyone  who  would  take  the 
pains  to  turn  to  an  ordinary  dictionary  or  encyclopedia  would  soon  learn 
differently. 

We  quote  a  few  recognized  authorities: 
"Socialism :     A  theory  of  society  that  advocates  a  more  precise,  orderly 
and  harmonious  arrangement  of  the  social  relations  than  that  which  has 
hitherto  prevailed."— Webster's  Dictionary. 
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•sN^^Joocialism  stands  for  a  new  civilization. 

It  is  a  world-wide  movement  of  the  working  claaTlol-65l£&8oC  better  clothin, 
better  homes,  more  education  and  culture— in  short,  a  more  abundant  life. 
Socialism  starts  out  with  two  terrific  propositions,  to  wit: 
1.  All  men  are  brothers,  not  merely  brothers  in  name,  but  brothers  in  fact,  with  a  com- 
mon blood,  common  interests,  common  cause.     THE  WELFARE  OF  ONE  IS  THE 
BROTHERLY  CONCERN  OF  ALL  OF  US,  and  being  brethren,  all  war  and 
.  strife  and  hatred  should  cease- 

2.  The  things  that  men  need  in  common  should  be  owned  in  common  and  supplied  for 
the  common  good,  not  for  private  profit. 

With  these  ideas  in  mind  the  Socialists  make  some  very  definite,  constructive  proposals: 

In  the  political  field  we  demand  the  rule  of  the  people,  i.  e..  democracy. 

In  the  economic  field  we  demand  the  public  ownership  and  operation  of  public  utilities. 

WHAT  SOCIALISM  MEANS 

Broadly  speaking,  it  means: 

*  ,  F}"U  That  ^  means  of  Product»°«»  and  distribution  of  wealth  which  are  social 
and  public  in  nature  should  be  publicly  owned.  This  would  include  the  coal,  oil  and  iron 
lands,  the  rrvers,  forests,  and  other  natural  resources-  It  would  also  include  all  the 
great  public  utilities  such  as  railroads,  telegraph,  express  companies,  and,  in  short,  all  the 
great  trusts  and  monopolies. 

Second:  That  all  social  utilities,  being  collectively  owned,  shall  be  under  dem- 
ocratic control  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  work,  in  order  that  profit-making,  whereby  one 
person  exploits  another,  shall  be  abolished- 

Third:  That  all  who  are  able  shall  be  given  opportunity  to  labor  in  the  collectively 
owned  industries,  and  each  shall  receive  the  full  product  of  his  toil. 

Fourth:  That  each  shall  have  for  his  own  private  property  all  that  his  labqr  earns 
ot  iood  and  clothing,  shelter,  house  and  home— boob,  music,  education,  and  culture- 
Fifth:  That  the  government,  municipal,  state  and  nationaj,  shall  be  made  truly 
democratic,  so  that  the  will  and  wish  of  the  people  may  be  the  law  of  the  land-  This  will 
be  accomplished  by  means  of  the  initiative,  referendum,  recall  and  othe  measures  making 
for  popular  government- 
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A  communication  of  the  WorTers  Party,  addressed  "to  the  national 
convention  of  the  Socialist  Party  proposes, the  organization  of  a 
united  front  .  This  coalition  is  proposecTI'n  oyder  to  promote:   u, 
1.  Amalgamation  of  the  trade  unions;      /   / 
3.  To  protect  foreign  born  workers;'  ' 

3.  To  repudiate  the  Vienna  Union,  the  Amsterdam  International 
Trade  unions,  and  the  Second  International; 

4.  To  support  the  recognition  of  Soviet  Russia; 

5.  To  remove  certain  governmental  obstacles  hindering  the  strup- 
of  the  workers; 
S.   To  bring  about  a  nation-wide  Labor  Party. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  this  propose 
vention  of  the  Socialist  Party  resolves  to  sjmd  t] 
to  the  Workers'  Party         w*a 

i  <l 

It  is  our  earnest  conviction  thatTT iF"fhe^Cbmmtim-sst^-fti 
°*g!vlz™tions  of  the  worki*g  class  to  form  a  united  front  at  the  end 
of  the  World  War,  "regardless  of  political  differences",  as  the 
Workers  Party  now  urges,  this  front  would  have  been  established  five 
years  ago.  Instead  of  this  policy,  the  Communist  International  pur- 
sued a  deliberate  policy  of  division.  It  ordered  splits  in  every 
country.  It  sdwed  hatreds  and  dissensions  among  the  working  class. 
It  destroyed  all  possibility  of  solidarity  of  the  workers  in  each  nation. 
It  brought  civil  war  into  the  organizations  of  the  workers. 

This  policy  was  all  the  more  criminal  considering  that  the  allied 
ruling  classes  were  consolidating  the  loot  of  the  imperialist  war.  This 
policy  was  continued  down  to  so  recent  a  period  as  one  year  ago.  It 
was  continued  even  while  the  ruling  classes  were  making  assaults  upon 
all  organizations  of  the  workers.  The  result  was  pessimism,  weakness, 
and  even  prostration  before  the  capitalist  enemy. 

Having  split  the  organizations  of  the  workers  until  no  more  solits 
were  possible,  the  Communist  International  then  adopted  the  slogan'of 

!  !?n\,e  tl0*tn*      I*  agreed  to  meet  with  the  Second  International 
S  o£5e  I1Sn?a  U^i°n,in  Berlin>  April,  1922.  The  negotiations  failed 
to  effect  a  "united  front".  Even  before  the  conference  met  in  Berlin, 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Third  International,  in  a  meeting  held 
the  previous  December,  formulated  a  document  defining  what  Communists 
mean  by  the  "united  front". 

In  this  statement  no  secret  was  made  of  the  Communists'  intention 
to  stifle  us  and  poison  us  in  their  embrace.  One  paragraph  of  this 
document  of  the  Executive  Committee  cf  the  Communist  International  read. 

"Comrades  of  the  Third  International,  there  is  a  movement  on 
toot  in  Europe  for  a  united  front.  It  does  not  matter  whether  we 
r^vo™3^™  I**.01  n0t;  our  tactics  compel  us  to  APPEAR  TO  BE 
IN  FAVOR  OF  IT;  but  we  ask  the  Communist  sections  all  over  Europe 
«™«™  part  in  the  crea-tion  of  the  united  front,  HOT  FOR  THE  PUR- 
imtlZm^V"  E™V?'  ^  *or  the  purpose'of  STRENGTHENlSS 
TH^^COMMUNIST^through  direct  propaganda  inside  organizations  taking 

Here  we  have  an  authoritative  statement  of  the  highest  body  in  the 
Communist  International  defining  what  Communists  mean  by  a  "united  Fron 
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Nothing  will  solve  the  farmers'  problem  until  we  put  a  stop  to  this. 
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frarm  Relief 


By  GEORGE 


ELSON 


During  the  last  few  years  Congress  and  the  various  State  Legislatures  ( 
have  been  trying  to  help  the  farmer  and  to  prevent  the  loss  of  his  farm 
by  foreclosure.  But  at  the  same  time  the  Legislatures  have  been  trying 
to  save  the  profit  system  and  make  sure  that  the  big  processors  and 
manufacturers  of  farm  machinery  and  all  the  other  vested  interests  which 
live  off  the  farmer  are  protected.  Therefore  all  that  they  have  done  and 
all  that  they  can  do  has  not  and  will  not  save  the  farmer. 

Many  of  the  bills  give  the  farmer  more  time  to  pay,  but  when  he  has 
no  money,  all  such  extensions  are  worthless  and  he  will  lose  his  farm  in 
the  end.  Today  there  are  thousands  of  farmers  who  are  living  in  the 
homes  they  once  owned  while  the  county  pays  the  rent  and  the  mortgage 
holder,  now  the  owner,  rents  out  the  farm.  They  have  had  their  extensions 
and  it  has  not  saved  the  farm.  It  has  lengthened  the  agony  a  little,  but  it 
has  been  of  no  real  help. 
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Socialist  Labor  Party  Platform 
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AARON  M.  ORANGE 

'■-•  Socialist  Labor  Party  Candidate 
'  V         for  Governor 

of  the-  State  of  New  York. 

Two  years  hare  passed  since  the 
workers  of  New  York  State,  imag- 
ining themselves    a    power    in    the 
state,    registered    their   "sovereign 
the  ballot  box.  The  idea  of 
">eal"  was  hot  in    the    air 
,  and  the  voters  of    the 
.ned  upon  a  New  Deal 
t.  Since  then  they  have 
*  supposedly  made    a 
he  city  government 
rork  as  well,  oust- 
"  putting  up  "Fus- 
"■    caused   no   little 
^eated  attempts  at 
«  on  the  old  politi- 


ich  no  groups  of 


political  string-pullers  appear  to  be 
able  to  agree. 

Thus  two  years  have  passed — two 
years  which  to  the  workers  of  New 
York  spell  only  accumulated  misery 
and  an  ever  greater  dread  of  the 
present  and  the  future.  Unemploy- 
ment is  rife,  wages  for  the  "lucky" 
few  who  have  work  are  down  to  a 
minimum,  the  past  generation  is 
thrown  on  the  ash-heap,  the  rising 
generation  finds  no  place  for  itself 
in  the  social  structure.  Many  facto- 
ries are  standing  still,  industrial  and 
public  service  branches  are  highly 
overdeveloped,  the  professions  are 
glutted;  such  work  as  has  been 
"created,"  by  much  fussing  and 
fuming  in  the  past  two  years,  fully 
90  per  cent  of  it  useless  tinkering, 
has  the  sourish,  suffocating  smell  of 
charity — degrading,  mentally  and 
physically,  to  all  who  partake 
thereof,  no  matter  how  great  their 
necessity.  This  is  the  snapshot  of 
the  present  and  the  future,  the  hope 
and  destination  of  the  workers  of 
the  great  Empire  State. 

In  the  meantime  state  and  local 
governments  are  plodding  along  in 
the  old,  old  way,  without  vision, 
without  even  a  serious  thought  of 
solving  the  real  problems  that  con- 
front humanity  in  the  present  all- 
embracing  crisis.  We  need  not  nec- 
essarily or  always  lay  this  to  dis- 
honesty. The  inability  to  wrestle 
with  the  social  and  economic  prob- 
lems of  the  world  are  inherent  in 
the  politician,  because  they  are  in- 
herent in  the  Political  State  which 

COME  TO  S.  L.  P- 
CAMPAIGN    RALLY 

«      M|-k!!<<      (I    M.I 


EMIL  F.  TEIOHERT 

Socialist  Labor  Part;   Candida* 
for  Lieutenant  Governor 

of  the  State  oi  lien  York 


is  his  only  field  of  action  and  which, 
therefore,  embraces  his  entire  hori- 
zon. The  present  Political  State,  in 
turn,  is  the  creature  of  capitalism, 
the  private  ownership  of  the 
means  of  life  and  of  wealth  produc- 
tion, and  hence  the  politician  is  the 
servant,  the  creature  of  the  capital- 
ist overlord,  who,  at  this  hour  in 
history,  has  grown  into  a  useless 
ogre  sucking  the  substance  from  the 
entire  nation  of  useful  producers, 
leaving  these  to  starve  and  rot  when 
he  cannot  employ  them  to  his  ever 
greater  profit. 

The  politician's  "service"  consists 
in  keeping  the  political    machinerjr 
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^PLATFORM 

OF  THE  _ 

Socialist  labor  Party 


Social  systems  and  their  corre- 
sponding forms  of  government  come 
into  being  as  results  of  social  forces 
making  for  social  progress.  The 
purpose  of  governments  is  ostensibly 
to  insure  life,  liberty  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness  of  the  useful  mem- 
bers of  society. 


Whenever  a  society  fails  in  or  be- 
comes destructive  of  these  ends,  it 
has  self-evidently  outlived  its  use- 
fulness, rendering  it  imperative  for 
the  exploited  and  oppressed  class  to 
organize  its  forces  to  put  an  end  to 
the   outworn   social   system. 

Such   a   crucial  period  of  history 


is  facing  humanity  today,  and  in 
view  of  this  the  Socialist  Labor 
Party,  in  National  Convention  as- 
sembled, May  1,  1932,  reaffirms  its 
former  platform  declarations  and  in 
accord  with  international  Socialist 
principles  declares: 
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All  Power  to  the 

Socialist 
Industrial  Union 


DEMOCRACY  vs 
DICTATORSHIP 
IN  INDUSTRY 

A  Socialist 
Declaration  of  Principles 
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TO  THE  WORKING  CLASS  OF  A! 

AND  TO  ALL  FRIENDS- OF  FREEDOM :- 

We  address  you  to  arouse  your  attention,  to  awaken 
your  conscience  and  to  enlist  your  aid  in  the  matter  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  Allied  intervention  in  Russia,  particularly  in 
ending  American  TVr  ticipation  therein. 

Inception  oi  Intervention  During  the  War. 

Intervention  in  Russia  was  born  as  soon  as  the  work- 
ers and  poor  peasants  of  Russia  had  made  an  end  of  the  re- 
gime of  Kerensky,  had  withdrawn  Russia  from  the  war  and 
had  begun  the  work  of  nationalizing  the  land  and  all  other 
natural  resources  of  the  country.  All  those  who  have  a 
memory  for  important  events  will  recall  that  the  reasons 
then  advanced  were  somewhat  different  from  the  reasons 
now  presented.  It  was  held  that  the  Allied  countries-  had 
shipped  large  quantities  of  war  material  to  both  Vladivos- 
tok and  to  Archangel  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  send 
troops  into  Russia  in  order  to  protect  this  war  material. 
Thoughtful  persons  were  never  deceived  by  these  flimsy 
pretexts.  They  knew  that  Vladivostok  was  7,000  miles  away 
from  the  German  front  and  they  also  knew  that  whatever 
stores  there  might  be  at  Archangel  were  equally  safe  so  far 
as  the  Germans  were  concerned.  The  interventionists^  to 
bolster  up  their  flimsy  tale,  resorted  to  all  sorts  of  state- 
ments that  the  Russian  Soviet  Republic,  or  its  leaders,  were 
in  German  pay  and  were  therefore  anxious  to  place  these 
stores  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans.  Thoughtful  pessons 
discounted  these  tales  just  as  they  discounted  the  original 
pretexts;  they  knew  that  the  Russian  Soviet  Republic- was 
th«  implacable  foe  of  German  imperialism  and  today-the  en- 
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at  Is  Social1 


As  graft  and  corruption,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  unemployment,  on  the 
other,  increase  and  multiply,  we 
more  and  more  frequently  hear  the 
remark:  "Well,  it  will  surely  come 
to  a  revolution  in  this  country."  The 
vagueness,  of  this  remark  always  re- 
flects the  vagueness  of  ideas  of  the 
weaker.  A  "revolution"  generally 
olies  nothing  more  than  a  general 
iee,  *  acrap7~I  Bloodbath,  and 
:n  somehow  by  the  grace  of  some- 
thing unknown,  things  will  eventual- 
ly become  better — whether  we  live 
to  see  it  or  not.  A  lack  of  compre- 
hension of  the  true  nature  of  capi- 
talist society  in  such  vague  notions 
is  self-evident. 

What  Is  the  Goal? 

Revolution,  whether  bloody  or 
peaceful,  is  only  a  means  to  an  end. 
Without  a  definite  goal,  a  scrap, 
even  the  bloodiest,  will  lead  no- 
where; and  with  a  definite  goal  and 
clear  vision  the  bloody  fight  may 
even  be  avoided  The  goal  for  which 
the  working  class  must  strive  is 
SOCIALISM;  there  is  no  other  in 
sight. 

The  Germ  of  a  New  Society. 

It  is  now  clearly  comprehended 
by  every  student  of  social  science 
that  social  systems  are  born  like  all 
other  organisms,  that  they  grow, 
fulfill  their  mission  in  society,  be- 
come outworn  and  are  either  for- 


cibly thrown  aside  or  collapse  from 
old  age  and  degeneracy  and  leave 
nothing  but  chaos  and  destruction 
in  their  wake  until  new  societies 
grow  upon  the.  ruins.  Capitalism, 
the  present  system  of  society,  is 
now  close  to  such  a  state  of  final 
collapse.  That  is  exactly  what  all 
the  present  disorder,  graft  corrup- 
tion, starvationjn.  the  midst  of 
ty  and  general  and  widespread  uus 
ery  portend. 

But  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  equal- 
ly well  known  to  social  science  that 
any  system  before  it  dies  actually 
casts  forth  its  own  successor — as  a 
parent  does  its  child.  The  foetus  of 
the  future  society  is  growing  today 
within  capitalism — that  foetus  is 
Socialism. 

What  Socialism  Is  Not. 

Before  we  go  any  further  it  is 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  everything  that  is  labeled 
Socialism  today  is  not  Socialism. 
Most  genuinely  popular  articles 
suffer  from  imitations,  counter- 
feits. It  is  so  with  Socialism.  Huge 
machines  have  been  created  for 
"lying  about  Socialism";  social  dem- 
ocracies, socialist  parties,  social  pa- 
triots, ministerial  socialists,  and 
what  not,  have  taken  the  name  in 
vain.  Cooperation  with  capitalism 
to  make  it  a  little  more  tolerable  so 
that  it  may  last  longer  is  not  So- 


cialism; reduced  taxation  for  the 
suffering  but  labor-exploiting  middle 
class  so  that  it  may  continue  to  ex- 
ploit labor  is  not  Socialism;  cheap* 
water,  gas,  electricity  is  not  Social- 
ism; workers'  compensation  and  un- 
employment insurance  are  not  5<»- 
cialism;  not  even  shorter  hours  anc 
higher  wages  are  Socialism.     These 

'lirvtra    nrc    n>»™.  rt.fr,-~-<-       ^.„»_-  — 

intended  and  destined  to  perpetuat 
capitalism — that  is  all. 

Wage  Slavery. 

Capitalism  is  based  on  the  pri- 
vate ownership  of  the  means  of 
wealth  production,  that  is,  the 
means  of  life.  These  means  of  pro- 
duction today  have  outgrown  private 
control  as  well  as  private  operation. 
They  are,  however,  owned  by  a  few. 
The  mass,  that  is,  the  workers,  are 
for  all  purposes  of  production. 
propertyleit,  that  is,  they  are  to.il- 
less.  In  order  to  live,  the  work«r» 
must  get  jobs  from  the  capitalist 
owners.  In  simple  sociological  terms, 
this  means  that  they  must  sell  them- 
selves into  wage  slavery  from  day 
to  day,  from  year  to  year.  If  the 
sale  fails,  that  is,  if  there  is  no  job,, 
the  worker  starves.  The  million 
mass  of  workers  are  in  this  position 
today  and  due  to  the  tremendous 
development  of  "labor  saving"  ma- 
chinery— which  saves  the  paying  of 
wages    by    the    capitalists — millions* 
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What  For? 


But   war's  a   game,    which, 
(heir  subjects  wise,  Kings  would  not 
ph.j  KL—Cowptr. 

Once  again  the  rulers  of  the  great 
capitalist  powers  are  sending  their 
workers  to  slaughter  and  be  slaugh- 
tered. Twenty-odd  years  ago  a 
comparable  situation  prevailed. ,  We, 
in  America,  were  beguiled  into 
fighting  to  "make  the  world  'sale 
for  democracy,"  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der with  Czarist  Russia,  then 
the  most  despotic  government  on 
earth.  After  the  slaughter  the 
truth,  which  the  Socialist  Labor 
Party  had  declaimed  in  vain,  slowly 
came  out.  It  then  became  common 
knowledge  that  the  real  force  behind 
the  war  was  not  devotion  for  an  ab- 
stract ideal,  but  the  material  inter- 
ests of  our  ruling  class. 

Only  the  noblest  aims  can  justify 
a  war.  The  working  class  knows 
this  and  will  not  support  a  war  un- 
less it  believes  the  object  to  be  a 
noble  one.  That  is  why  capitalist 
governments  are  dusting  off  old 
catchwords  and  inventing  new  ones. 
A  typical  example  of  tub-thumping 
jingoism  is  the  following  excerpt 
from  a  speech  by  Senator  Key  Pitt- 
man: 

"It  is  evident  that  no  person  can 
die  but  once,  and  the  period  of  life 
is  limited;  and  that  it  is  far  better 
to  die  a  few  days  earlier  for  Chris- 
tianity, justice  and  liberty  than  to 
live  a  little  longer  in  cowardice  and 
degeneracy." 


All  thinking  persons  know  that 
"Christianity,"  "justice"  and  "lib- 
erty" are  not  the  issues  of  the  pres- 
ent war,  but  merely  a  smoke- 
screen behind  which  the  real  issues 
will  be  fought  out.  Let  us  ask  our- 
selves why  the  ruling  powers  of  the 
world  want  a  war.  Better  still,  let 
us  enumerate  the  real,  underlying 
causes  of  modern  war.    They  are: 

1.  The   struggle   for  markets. 

2.  The  destruction  of  surpluses. 
8.     The    postponement    of    social 

revolution. 

As  to  the  first:  Inasmuch  as  the 
workers  receive  only  a  fraction  of 
what  they  produce  in  the  form  of 
wages  they  can  buy  back  only  a 
fraction  of  the  product  of  their  la- 
bor. The  rest  is  plunder,  a  part  of 
which  is  waste.  But  even  through 
deliberate  and  wanton  waste  the  cap- 
italist class  cannot  destroy  it  all.  A 
part  remains  to  glut  the  market.  If 
production  is  not  to  be  paralyzed, 
the  surplus  which  has  not  been  de- 
stroyed or  used  up  must  be  disposed 
of  in  the  foreign  market.  And  there's 
the  rub. 

Surpluses  increase  as  our  capacity 
to  produce  wealth  expands,  but  the 
markets  shrink  in  even  faster  ratio. 
Countries  which  are  markets  one 
decade,  import  machinery,  exploit 
their  own  working  class  and  become 
competitors  the  next.  Just  as  mu- 
nitions makers  sell  guns  to  a  poten- 
tial enemy  power,  the  capitalists  sell 
machinery    to    potential    commercial 


competitors.  Each  year  the  competi- 
tion sharpens.  The  recent  hullabaloo 
over  Latin -American  trade  is  a  mani- 
festation of  this  commercial  rivalry. 
Indeed,  with  some  nations  the  situa- 
tion is  desperate.  In  an  address  of 
Hitler's  to  the  Reichstag,  he  bluntly 
declared,  "The  German  nation  must 
live ;  that  means  export  or  die." 

This  is  not  unlike  a  statement 
made  by  Cordell  Hull  in  1938.  He 
said,  "The  world  must  trade  or 
fight." 

Hence,  the  struggle  for  markets 
between  the  nations  which  have" 
and  those  which  "have  not"  is  a  pri- 
mary underlying  cause  for  war. 

The  second  underlying  cause  of 
war  is  an  overpowering  desire  for 
the  profitt  from  waste  and  destruc- 
tion. Already  steel,  chemicals,  arms, 
aircraft,  shipbuilding,  and  other  UJ3. 
industries  are  enjoying  a  boom  as  the 
insane  arms  program  hits  its  stride. 
But  this  nation  cannot  continue 
to  produce  armaments  like  mad  for- 
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■  On  March  15,  10  K.  the  blood -soaked  regime  of 
the  Czar  of  All  the  Russias  was  swept  in.to  the  dust- 
bin of  history.  The  workers  and  peasants  of  Rus- 
sia, V,  ',,-Aired  to  death  of  the  corrupt  and  oppres- 
sive gi'ng  that  had  ridden  on  their  backs  and  had 
kept  them,  in  poverty  and  in  misery,  cleaned  up  the 
whole  crew  in  short  order.  The  war  had  put  arms 
into  *W*'  hands  and  common  sense  into  their  heads 
and  fbund'.sed  both  to  rid  themselves  of  their  op- 
~-prCTSorST|j 

'1  hereupon,  a  number  of  things  began  to  happen. 
First,  an  attempt  was. made  again  to  establish  the* 
monarchy  \ with  a  constitutional  cloak.  It  failed. 
Next,  it  was  tried  to  foist  upon  the  country  a  cap- 
italist government  such  as  the  western  nations  ""en- 
joy." That.  too.  failed.  Finally,  the  schemers,  find- 
ing the  rapidly  forming  workers'  and  peasants'  anil 
soldiers'  councils  too  strong  to  be  set  aside,  a  com- 
promise was  entered'  into  and  a  coalition  govern- 
ment was  formed  under  the  premiership  of  Keren- 
sky.  Like  all  compromise  arrangements,  the  Ker- 
ensky government  had  in  it  the  germ  of  destruction 
when  it  was  born.  The  Russian  people  wanted  above 
all  things  to  get  out  of  the  war;  the  Kerensky -gov- 
ernment, torn  by  conflicting  interests,  kept  them  in 
the  war  though  the)  had  nothing  to  wage  war  with. 
The  peasants  of  Russia  wanted  and  NEEDED  land 
\cr\  badly  :  the  Kerensky  government  strung  them 
along  with  promises  but  gave  them  nothing.  It  did 
give  to  Russia  under  Allied  pressure  new  offensive 
military  operations,  the  so-called  June  offensive  un- 
der Korniloff,  which  ended  in  a  terrible  rout  and 
definitely  settled  the  fate  of  the  Kerensky  regime. 
e  pnrinp;  all  this  time,  the  attitude  of  the  American 
c;  nitalist  press  had  been  of  the  r-pat-you-on-the- 
back-ii-you-do-as-1-tell-you  kind.     Tins   press   had 


hailed  the  fall  of  the  Czar  who  had  mismanaged  the 

war    and    who    was    suspected    of    wishiijg  to  make 

peace,  a  wish  generated  in  a  desire  to  save  his  ow  •■' 

skin.    Toward  the  Kercnskx   government,  this  i,  , 
i  ii      ■  i  •        "   'i     ,,    ,  •    nieh 

was  tolerant,  well-wishing  and  all  that  sort  oi  ■  .     j 

they    lelt    that    with    this   kind    of   Russia.,  ciaig. 

might  be  done  and  one  could  even  hopyu  still  scab 

best  of  these  innocents  when  it  earned  in  jurisdie- 

of  driving  slick  bargains  in  the  up1"  oi  craft  unlof* 
.  ,  |  .1-1  'shave,  only  a  small 

tiire.      Inn   Llien   something  nappe"    .    .       .... 

....  ,  .  ,         , '  ' '       -"-sin  this   faulty 

all  this, -something  that  dumped  the  kv  ,.-   _„.  f    ' 
^  •  \\o  act  to- 

ernment  and  transformed    the    American* yOU  hav; 
press  from  a  patronizing  well-wisher  into  ;fo  wait  - 
riated  liar  and  slanderer    ever    busy    inventing^* 
spreading  new  tales  of  horror.     What  had  come  ''ft  . 
pass?     It  w;ts  this  : 

On  November  1  It'll,  the  Russian  workers,  sol- 
diers and  peasants,  having  had  enough  of  dilly-dal- 
lying and  shilly-shallying,  made  up  their  minds  to 
take  their  fate  into  their  own  hands  and  set  up  a 
government  of,  by  and  for  themselves.  Several  fac- 
tors existed  that  made  this  possible.  First,  thev  had 
the  numbers,  since  they  formed  more  than  90  per 
cent,  of  the  population;  second,  they  had  a  purpose 
based  upon  a  clear  understanding  as  to  what  they 
wanted  ;  and,  third,  and  most  important—  let  the 
working  class  reader  make  a  special  mental  note 
right  here-rTHEY  HAD  THE  ORGANIZATION! 
THAT  ENABLED  THEM  TO  ACT  TOGETH- 
ER FOR  THEIR  OWN  GOOD.  The  Workers', 
Soldiers',  and  Peasants' Councils  t  Soviets)  were  the 
only  real  organized  power  in  the  land.  They  had 
arms,  they  had  understanding  of  their  needs  and  of 
their  .power,  they  had  organization  and.  thus,  they 
had  their  fate  in  their  own  hands.  TTTEV  ACTED 
ALONG  THE  EfXE  ©F  THEIR  CLASS  IN- 
TERESTS. 
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Fight  JIM  CRDW  Lynch  Law  W 
New  York  State! 


+H5 


Four  Negro  brothers,  two  soldiers,  a  sailor  and  a  civilian  were  brutally  assaulted  on 
February  5th  by  a  policeman  in  Freeport,  Long  Island.  Three  were  shot  in  cold  blood.  Two  of 
them  died.  The  third  was  thrown  into  a  naval  brig  and  is  now  being  held  for  court  martial.  The 
fourth  was  railroaded  to  prison.  The  names  of  these  four  brothers  are  Charles,  Alphonse,  Joseph 
and  Richard  Ferguson. 

The  policeman,  Romeika,  who  committed  this  monstrous  crime  goes  free.  He  is  shielded 
behind  the  alleged  charge  that  the  brothers  were  guilty  of  "disorderly  conduct."  But  the  Ferguson 
brothers  who  were  celebrating  their  reunion  after  three  years  of  service  in  the  armed  forces,  had 
only  protested  against  being  refused  service  in  a  Jim  Crow  cafe  and  left  peacefully.  The  facts 
show  they  were  guilty  of  nothing! 

The  Nassau  County  officials  are  trying  to  whitewash  this  unprovoked  assault  and  cold 
blooded  murder  of  unarmed  and  defenseless  men.  The  state  administration  has  done  nothing. 
The  Big  Business  press  continues  its  conspiracy  of  silence  around  the  case. 

CRIME  AGAINST  ALL  LABOR 

This  crime  was  not  committed  in  the  deep  South  where  the  Southern  Bourbons  rule  through 
Jim  Crow  lynch  law,  murder  and  violence.  It  happened  here  in  New  York!  It  is  a  warning  signal 
to  the  whole  labor  movement  and  all  minority  peoples  that  Jim  Crow  lynch  law  is  rearing  its  ugly 
head  in  the  North  as  well  as  the  South,  encouraged  by  the  legal  lynching  of  the  FEPC  bill  in 
Congress. 

The  reactionary  Big  Business  forces  are  determined  to  provoke  racial  conflicts  in  their 
drive  to  divide  the  working  class,  break  the  organized  labor  movement  and  reinstitute  the  open 
shop. 

CALL  TO  ACTION 

We  call  upon  the  CIO  and  AFL  immediately  to  initiate  a  broad  united  committee  of  action. 
This  must  be  based  on  the  widest  possible  representation  from  all  unions,  veterans  groups,  Negro, 
fraternal,  civil  liberties  and  working-class  organizations. 

Such  a  broad  committee  should  create  at  once  a  Public  Committee  of  Investigation  to  expose 
and  publicize  the  facts  in  this  case.  No  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  Freeport  local  administra- 
tion which  has  tried  to  whitewash  these  crimes,  nor  on  the  state  administration  which  has  main- 
tained complete  silence,  to  reveal  the  truth. 

WE  DEMAND: 

1.  IMMEDIATE  INDICTMENT  OF  PATROLMAN  ROMEIKA  FOR  MURDER! 

2.  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  FROM  THE  NAVAL  BRIG  AND  COMPLETE   EX- 

ONERATION OF  THE  WOUNDED  FERGUSON  SAILOR. 

3.  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  FROM  JAIL  AND  COMPLETE  EXONERATION  OF 

THE   FERGUSON   COMBAT  VETERAN ! 

4.  FULL  INDEMNITY  TO  THE  FAMILIES  OF  THE  MURDERED  BROTHERS! 

5.  IMPEACHMENT  AND  REMOVAL    OF    THE    PUBLIC    OFFICIALS    WHO 

HAVE  CONDONED  THESE  CRIMES! 

This  is  the  fight  of  the  workers,  black  and  white  alike,  against  race  hatred,  Jim  Crow  and 
anti-Semitism,  and  for  the  unity  of  the  labor  movement.     JOIN  THE  FIGHT! 


Issued  by  the  Socialist  Workers  Parly  yTrotskyist),  New  York  Local 
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FOR  THE^AMERICAN  PEOPI 


I  HE  dearest  possession  of  the  American  people  is  its  heritage  of  democratic  institutions,  under  whi 
Imen  enjoy  the  inalienable  rights  of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  q  Today  this  herita^ 
gravest  jeopardy,  q  Our  rights  can  be  preserved  to  our  posterity  only  as  we,  the  people  of  the  United 
assume  the  duty  of  actively  defending  them,  q  Therefore,  in  adopting  this  Bill  of  Duties  we  once  more 
resolve  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  our  land  1 
that  end  we,  as  our  Founding  Fathers  did,  mutually  pledge  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor. 


^he  Bill  of  Duties 


Article  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  American  to  affirm  and  uphold  the  principle  on  which  this  nation  was  founded — that 
ments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  is  supreme. 

ArtlCle   2.      It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  people  to  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  require  strict 
ment  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  amendments.     And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  p 
defend  the  right  to  strike,  to  protect  labor's  right  to  organize  and  bargain  collectively. 

Article  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  people  to  practice  tolerance  toward  all  forms  of  religious  worship,  and  to  guarantee  t 
exercise  of  religion,  including  the  right  to  refuse  military  service  on  grounds  of  conscience,  fit  shall  be  the  duty  of  th< 
to  speak  out  on  all  public  questions  thereby  assuring  that  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  are  preserved,  and  to  guard  j 
the  right  of  others  to  enjoy  equal  freedom  without  government  interference,  intimidation,  or  economic  coercion.  T[The 
shall  have  the  duty  to  implement  the  right  peaceably  to  assemble  by  assuring  that  in  every  community  the  places  of  assen 
freely  open  to  all.  *[It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  people  vigorously  to  exercise  their  right  to  petition  the  government  for  rei 
grievances,  and  to  defend  all  petitioners  against  blacklisting,  intimidation,  or  other  reprisal. 

Article  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  people  firmly  to  resist  attempts  to  pervert  their  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms  into  license 
ployers  to  use  private  arms  against  workers,  or  license  for  the  government  to  use  the  armed  forces  against  the  people  thei 

Article  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  people  to  protect  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects  from  illegal  searches  and  s 
And  they  shall  defend  the  rights  of  all  to  hold  opinions,  religious  or  political,  free  from  spying  or  inquisition. 

Article  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  people  to  defend  the  right  of  aliens  as  well  as  citizens  to  have  the  protection  of  due 
of  law.     They  shall  require  that  the  law  be  enforced  with  evenhanded  justice  against  all  offenders.      And  thev  shall  rake  tr 


